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Beloved Pariſhioners. 


Dear Friends, | ; 
T Humbly Preſent you with a 

* Diſcourſe lately preach'd a- 
mongst you, T he particular At- 
tention you ſeemed to give it, bas 
over-perſwaded me to make it 
publick, hoping what is here 
ſaid, may be ſerviceable toother 
People as well as you, to whom I 
amoblig'd eſpecially to addreſs 
my ſelf. At the ena I have added 
ſeme devout Prayers aud Medi- 
rations, collected chiefly from 
other Men, together with ſuch 
plain practical Directious and 
Ejacularions for a good Life and 


an happyDeath,as Teſteemed to 


be of moſt general Concern. + 
Theſe are not intended meerly 


for the peculiar. Exigencies of 


Az ths: 


* "The Dedication. 
 theDailyPemitent, (tho' chiefly 
adapted to them) but may ſerve 
to ſupply the place of larger De- : 
votions, in all the common Ne- Co 


celſities of the Chriſtian Mar- 


an 

fare C7 5.4 a 1 . joy 
And that nothing materia! 

might bewanting in order to the f v0 
perfeEting your Holineſs and 2 Fre 
Salvation, T have already fur- S "I, 
niſh'd you with the Nevout 2 
Chriſtians Preparative toDeath, - 5 
as a proper Companion inn fo; 
Sickneſs ; and alſo with the te 
Communicant's conſtant Ex- Fu 
erciſe in two Parts, being a 1 7 
Treatiſe concerning the bleſſed L-- 
Sacrament of the Lord's Su 


> 

per, which I moſt e e 
recommend to the ſerious _ 
Peruſal of your ſelves aud Je 
Famnniies, Before, At, and Al. 95 
ter every Communion. s- 

The Daſu of this and all o ſe 
ther my Labours, is to do you 
the beſt Service I am able; to 
fromore the Good and Mel 7 
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The Dedication. 


your precious immortal 
Sonls ; to help you to lead a De- 
vout and Holy Life, and to die a 
Comfortable and . 4 Death, 
and to qualifie you for the En- 
joyment of God in Heaven. 
| Thave one requeſt to make to 
you, and that is, Since I have ſo 
freelyput theſe Papers into your 
Hands, that youwould be ſerious 
aud diligent in the reading of 
them.Otherwiſe,whatisdeſien'd 
for your Advantage, may mini- 
ſter to your Hurt, and by a wil- 
Ful Neglect, add to your Con- 
demnation in the great and ter- 
rible Day of the Lord. 

Lay this one Conſideration 
ſeriouſly to Heart, and [doubt nos 
but by the Grace of God, you may 
beprevail'dwithto meditate up- 
on, and conſcientiou ſiy to obſerve 
thoſe Duties which this and the 


ſeveral mention'd Books recom- 


mend. 
I am ſincerely, Yours 
to ſerve you in all 


Chriſtian Offices, 


R. Ws _—_ 
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45 | Pal. 4. 4. Commune with jour 
| own Heart upon your Bed, 


49 and be ſtill, 
51 HE Author of this 
Plalm was David; the 
153 Occaſion of his wri- 
| ting ic is not certain- 
155 Iy known, but ſome 


a! | ſuppoſe (from the Contents of it) 
157 it was when he was in diſtreſs, 
148 | through the Conſpiracy of his 
bi ' Rebellious Son Abſalom. 
: 3 The Verſe I have read, is a part 
199 of that pious Advice he was deli- 
vering to his revolted Subjects, 
in which he „ eee them to 


ſtand 
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2 The Daily 
ſtand in awe of the Ivengin 
Wrath and Power of God; An 
tho' they ſeem'd not to regard, 
nor to dread the finite Authority 
of Him their Temporal Prince, 
yet he wiſhes them to tremble and 
ſtand in awe of the infinite un- 
controllable Power of Heaven and 
Earth: Of Him who made them 
all, and could with a word de- 
ſtroy them. For if they once 
were brought to ſuch an awe, 


(and it was what ſerious Reflection 


would bring them to) then their 
Minds would be compos'd and 
ſettl'd, and the wicked Rebellion 
they had raſhly engag'd in, would 
ſpeedily terminate in Peace and 
Amity. In order to this, he advi- 
ſed them to make penitent Refle- 
ctions upon what they had done, 
aſſuring them that the beſt way to 
do this to purpoſe, was to debate 
the Matter calmly and ſober] 


with their ownSouls, and when all 3 
the Buſtle and Hurry of the Day ©: 
was over, to examine their Hearts, 
articu- 

ſinful 


and to take a ſolemn and 
lar Account of their pa 


Lives and AQGtions, 


Commune 


With 
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Sel , Examinant. 2 
with your own Heart upon your Bed, 
and be ſtill. 

The Words, tho' they ſeem 
to have a more immediate Re- 
lation to King David's Caſe, yet 
without any Force or Violence 
done to them, they may be very 
firly applied to all Chriſtians in 
general; as they contain a ſerious 
and ſeaſonable Perſwaſive to the 
Duty of Daily Self. Examination. 

To render them more eaſie 


and familiar, it may not be a- 


miſs to take notice, that the 
Phraſe of communing with our 
Hearts, in the Original is the 


ſame as examining our Conſci- 
ences, being deeply griev'd ( The 


Septuagint Word, is, yg]Jayv3«7s; 


' prick d, concern d, afflifted) when 


by ſerious Examination we find 


we have committed Sin. 


Upon our Bed, in one Tranſ- 
lation, is rendred in our Cham» 
ber, in the other. And whether 
of the.two we are pleaſed to 
take, what is meant by this Ex- 


preſſion, is only, that ſome Place 


of Silence or Retirement from 
the Noiſe and Buſineſs of the 


World, is ficteſt for ſo ſolemn and 


B 2 im. 


4 be Daily © 
important a Duty, as our Cham- 
bers, our Cloſets, or our Beds. 

My Deſign from theſe Words, 
is, to recommend, and urge the 
Duty of Daily Self-Examination, 
which I ſhall do in the follow- 
ing Method. 

Firſt, I ſhall enquire into the 
Reaſons why moſt Chriſtians are 
ſo negligent in the Performing 
of this Beneficial Duty. - 

| Secondly, I ſhall propoſe ſome 
Arguments to perſwade you to 
the conſtant Practice of it. And 
then, 

Laſtly, I ſhall lay down pro- 
per Rules and Directions how 
and in what manner we may beſt 
diſcharge it. 

Firſt, I am to enquire upon what 
account it is, that moſt Chriftians 


are ſo negligent and remiſs in the © 


daily Examination of their Lives. 

But before I enter upon that, 
it is neceſſary to acquaint you 
what Daily Self Examination is. 
And I think 1 may tafely de- 
ſcribe it thus: 

It is a ſtrict and particular Ex- 
amination of our Conſciences, 
what we have either , we 

al 
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aid, or done, the foregoing Day, 
what are the Sins we have com- 
mitted, and what the good Acti- 
ons we have done or omitted. 
And this is the Definition which 


the Noble Moraliſt P3chagoras, 


gave it, who moſt earneſtly 


3 preſſed the Duty of Self- Exami- 


"a 
„ 


nation upon his Diſciples. 
It is one of the Choiceſt Rules 
in his Golden Verſes, * That they 


* ſhould no: give way to Sleep, 


mor cloſe their Eyes te veſt at 
Night, before they had examined 
themſclues, and entred into a ſtrict 
and impartial Scrutiny, how they 
had liu'd the preceding Day, 
what Evil they had committed, what 
Good they had left undone, and 
wherein they had performed their 
Duty as they ought. 
Having told you what the 
Duty is, I proceed to the Reaſons 
of the Negle& of it. And they 
are more eſpecially rheſe three : 
ff. Men are unconcern'd and 
| B 3 Care» 
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6 The Daily 
careleſs in the Affairs of their 
Souls : Or, 

zaly, They are preſumptuous, 
and flatter themſelves that they 
are in a better State than really 
they are: Or, 

34ly, They are conſcious that 
they are guilty of ſome great 
Sins, and are afraid to difturb 
themſelves with a particular Sur- 
vey of them. 

he firſt Reaſon is; Men are 
unconcern d and careleſs in the A 
fairs of their Souls. 

There are a great many Peo- 
ple in the World, who never 
take it much into their thoughts 
whether there be any ſuch things 
as God and Providence, and a 
future Reckoning, that little re- 
gard the good or Evil of their 
Actions, and ſo are not ſolici- 
tous to enquire into them. 

It is a Spirit of Atheiſm which 
poſſeſſes the Hearts of theſe Men, 
whereby they think it not worth 
their while to know or obſerve 
how the Caſe ſtands between God 
and their Souls. 

As they endeavour to avoid 
all Opportunities of enquiriog, 
or 


Self- Examinant. 7 
2 or learning what is their a 
. 5 and what they ought to do; ſo 


in like manner they do not care, 
nor make any queſtion whether 


5 4 chey have done it or not. It is 
| much the ſame with them, as it 
at was with Galio, They care for 
aft done of theſe things. * 
tb They never think it time for 
ll them to buſie their Minds about 
Religious Matters, and fo they . 
we | run on in a courſe of Sin and 
„ © Folly, without wn Fear or Care, 
till at length it happens to be 
Oo» _  Coolatetocareat all. And this is 
er A firſt Reaſon, why Men will 


ts * ; not call themſelves co a daily Ac- 
ge count, nor examine their Acti- 
ons, becauſe they have not a true 


e- Notion of the Conſequences and 
ir | Importance of them. But, 
i- 2aly, Another Reaſon why we 


do not examine our Lives, pro- 
h | cveds in a good Meaſure from 
is Preſumption, and flattering our 
h ñ felves that we are in a better State 
than we really are. | 
"Tis a prevailing Diſeaſe in 
the Temper. of moſt Men, to 
fancy themſelves good before 
they are ſo, and to. take it for 


| 
| 


more than ou 


8 The Daily 
ranted, that their Condition is 


fe, and that they are fit to die, 
and that all the 


t to be done. 
When in Truth, all is but Raſh- 
neſs and want of Thought: For 
how can it be imagin'd that a wife 
Man will pretend to this Aſſu- 
rance, and perhaps at the ſame 
time, be ignorant of the Poſture 
and Condition of his Soul ? Ir is 
incredible that we ſhould become 
upright by Chance or Neceſſity, 
without uſing thoſe Means which 
Divine Providence has ordinarily 
appointed for the Improvement 
of our Minds, and the Salvation 
of our Souls. X 
And neither I, nor any one 
elſe can be aſſured that we get 
ground of onr Sins, or that we 
improve in Virtue, or have any 


- of thoſe Graces which muſt qua- 


lifie us for the Enjoyment of 
God in Heaven, unleſs we ex- 
amine our ſelves, and make a 
due Search and Tryal of our 
Hearts: For how can I confeſs 
my Sins when I have not a di- 
ſtinct and particular Knowledge 


do, is juſt no 4 


of them? How can I be uy | 
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for them, when I have not conſi- 
der'd the Guilt and Turpitude 
of them? How can I reſolve to 
forſake them, when I am not 
duly convinc'd that I have com- 
mitted them ? ſo that in ſhorr, 
this Duty of Daily Self-Examins- 
tion is neceſſary and ufeful in or- 
der to the compleating of our 
Repentance, otherwiſe we ſhall 
repent but by halves; and ſuch 
an imperfe& Repentance muſt 
prove very unſatis factory to our 


Minds, if not (as tis to be fear d) 


unacceptable to God. 

So again, in relation to all thoſe 
Graces and Virtues which I am 
to adorn my ſelf with, how can 


Þ I expe to be poſleſs'd of them, 


and preſs forward to the Attain- 


ment of Evangelical Perfection, 


when I do not make a conſtant 
and due Obſervation of my ſelf, 
what my Progreſs and Advances 
are ? 

Now, it is impoſſible we ſhou'd 
ever do this aright, that we ſhould 
either know what is amiſs in as, 
or reQifie, or prevent our future 
Failings, or promote our further 
Increaſe in Piety, unleſs we are 

By pary 


10 The Daily 
rticularly intimate, and fami- 
Fc with our own Boſoms, and 
ſeriouſly and continually call our 

ways to remembrance. 
or to preſume and ground 
upon our State, that all is well, 
without previous Enquiry or due 
Examination whether it is or not, 
is ſtupid Thoughtleſneſs, and bru- 

tiſh Inſenſibility: Bur 
Za, A third Reaſon why we 
forbear to make Enquiry into gur 


Lives, is, from the Conſciouſneſs . 


of our Sins, and Suſpicion of our 
elves. 

Bankrupts, or Men of uncer- 
tain and ſuſpicious Eſtates, by no 
means love to caſt up their Ac- 
counts, for fear they ſhould find 
ſome things very ungrateful to 
them. 

Juſt ſo it is with Men that 
have lived long in Sin, they are 
ſore afraid to ranſeck their Con- 
ſciences, leaſt they ſhould be per- 
plex'd and ſtartled at the ſurpri- 
zing View. 

Long Scores in our ſpiritual 
Affairs, are to the full as dange- 
rous and troubleſome, . with re- 
gacd to the Soul, as in ater" 

, ? Une 
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Buſineſs they are R to 
the Proſperity and Welfare of 
our Fortunes. Who then would 
run themſelves ſo far in debt, 
where there is little probability 
of being either willing or able 
to ſet things clear again? If we 
can't prevail with our ſelves to 
make even with Heaven for the 


Offences of one ſingle Day, what | 


can we pretend to do, when 
Months and Years are to be re- 
view d and repented of ? If we 


are hardly willing to the former,, 


how averſe muſt we be againſt the. 
latter? If the Dread and Conſci- 


ouſneſs of twelve Hours Sins, 


does ſo horribly afffight and ter- 
rifie us, that we dare not venture 
to examine them, O ! how inex- 
preſſibly muſt we cry out and 
withdraw, when many ſuch ſpa- 
ces of time are to be be wait d and 
forrow'd for? This therefore can 
be no good reaſon for neglecting 
Daily Self Examination, that we are 


-* - timorous and conſcious, but ought 


rather to excite us to it, becauſe 
Delay is dangerous, and will in- 
creale our Guilt, which certain- 
ly will increaſe our Fears too. 


—- 


12 The Daily 
I I come now to the ſecond ge- 
neral Head ; namely, to lay down 
Some Motives to perſwade Men to 
the Practice of the Duty in the 
Text. And, 

Firſt, From what has been al- 
ready | ſaid, you may perceive 
that Daily Self- Examination is the 
firſs Step towards the leading a 
Pure and uncorrupt Life. 

Certain it is, when we do not 
examine, try, or prove our Works, 
we cannot diſpoſe of them ſo as 
we ought to do, but ſhall be apt 
ſtill co go on in a way of Security 
and Confidence, whether we 
have reafon to do ſo or not. | 

Thoſe that never conſult the 
Looking Glaſs, who do not ſee 
the Spots or Blemiſhes of their 
Faces, cannot take care to wipe 
them off ; ſo they that do not 
try nor examine theic Works, 
cannot ſee their Miſcarriages, 
fiom whence they might be 
brought to reform them. 

This Trial is necefſary to the In- 
tegrity and Reformation of our 
Lives, and therefore we find that 
the Prophet Jeremy puts them to- 
gether in the 3d Chapter of His 

| Lanes 
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Lamentations, and the 4th Verſe, 
Let us ſearch and try our ways, and 
turn again unto the Lord. 

Whereby he gives us to un- 
derſtand, that Self- Examination 
is a very great Step to Converſion. 
When we ſet our ſelves down ſo- 
berly, and ſeriouſly enquire how 
Matters are with us, we are then 
the moſt likely to correct what is 
amiſs, and become better Men. 

I confider'd my Ways, and turn- 
ed my Feet to thy Teſtimonies, 
ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 119. 
59. As it is with Travellers 
that never look after the Way, 
nor conſider which Road they 
are to take, they many times go 
far aſtray before they return or 
come right again: | 

So it is with thoſe that are 
travelling towards Heaven ; if 
they do not conſider in what 
way they go, whether they are 
in the Paths that lead to Life or 
Death, or whether Heaven or 
Hel! will be their Journeys end, 
and Happineſs or Miſery cheir 
final Portion, but go on i111 with. 
out recollecting their paſt Lives, 


or fixing their Eyes on that which 


1$ 


14 The Daily 
is to come. Daily Self. Examina 
tion then is highly neceſſary in 
order to put us in the beſt way 
in our ChriſtianCourſe; and, when 
once we have enter'd, to preſerve 
us ſure and ſtedfaſt therein. 
Secondly, Conſider, that Daily 
Self- Examination is neceſſary to our 


Comfort and Satisfaftion. 


If we never call our ſelves to 
Account for the way of Life we 
lead, as it is not probable we 
ſhould have ſuch Remorſe for 
our evil Actions, as to deter us 
from Repeating them; ſo it is 
impoſſible we ſhould perceive 
that ſweet Complacency in re- 
flecting on our good Deeds, for 
our Encouragement to perſevere 
in well doing. x 

I confeſs, that the beſt and 
moſt perfe& Duties that we per- 
form, have abundance of Filth 
and Imperfection intermingled 
with them; and ſo in this regard, 
they are matter. of Abhorrency, 
rather than Satisfaction; yet 
when we conſider that for the 
Subſtance of them, they are the 
Inſpications of God's good Spirit, 
and the certain Evidence of his 
| Grace 
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Sel , Examinant. 15 
Grace in our Hearts, the Remem- 
brance of them muſt be matter 
of holy Joy and Tranſport to us, 
in the ſweet Reliſhes and Re- 
flections of an approving Mind. 
To this Intent are thofe me- 
morable Words of St. Paul to the 
Galatians, 6.4, But let every Man 
prove his own Work, and then ſhall © 
he have rejoycing in himſelf alone, 
and not in another. hat we 
tranſlate to prove, has two ſignifi- 
cations, to examine and try ; and 
then to approve our ſelves upon 
ſuch Trial and Examinati- 
on. We muſt conſider what it is 
our Duty to do, what is lawful, 
and what is unlawful; what is ne- 
ceſſary, and what is not: We 
muſt examine whether we have 
behaved our ſelves according to 
the Rule of God's Word, (of 
which, by and by) and from this 
Examination will ariſe an hearty 
inward Approbation of our ſelves 
when we find we have done 
thoſe things which are pleaſing 
to God, and which he — en- 
joyn'd as to do. 
As it is in 


Men that have rai 


temporal Affairs, 
ald themſelves 
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to a large Eſtate, when, in caſt- 
ing up their Accounts, they con- 
ſider they have purchaſed Riches 
by their own Labour, Indu- 
ſtry and Frugality, this thought 
muſt affe& them with a deal of 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction: 
So it is with our Spiritual Con- 
cernments, when I find that I 
have got the Maſtery over ſome 
former reigning Luſts and Paſſi- 
ons, when I find that my Mind is 
more willing and chearfully diſ- 

os'd to the Service of God, than 
it formerly was, that my Soul is 
poſſeſſed of ſeveral eminent Gra- 
ces and Virtues which I once 
had not, and which I my felf, by 
a diligent uſe of the means have 
been inſtrumental, thro' God's 
Aſſiſtance, in procuring; wh 
theſe Reflections muſt of courſe 
be very grateful co me, and I 
cannot but reap the Fruit and 
Satisfaction of them. 
Let.us then in the ſecond place, 
try and prove our ſelves, and our 
righteous doings, that fo thence, 
God and our Conſcience may ap- 
prove and ſpeak Comfort to us. 
Thirdly, Pleaſe to conſider that 
| 3 Daily 
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Daily Self. Examination is an excel= 
lent Preparative to a Joyful and 
happy Death. | | 

That it is appointed to us all once 
to die nothing is more certain; but 
the time when, the manner how, 
or the Place where, we none of 
us know. 

Upon theſe Uncertainties then, it 
nearly concerns us to be always 
vigilant, to be frequent in our En- 

uiries how things ſtand between 
Cod and our Souls; whether we be- 
lieve, and fear, and love, and ho- 
nour, and call upon, and ſerve, and 
glorifie him as we ougbt ? Whe- 
ther we love our Neighbours and 
Friends, and can forgive our Ene- 
mies? and whether we do unto o- 
thers the very ſame that we would 
be willing they ſhould do unto us 
in all Circumſtances and Conditi- 
ons of our Lives? Whether we 
have our Souls adorned with ſuch 
Virtues and Graces, as will render 
them acceptable in the ſight of 
God, when we come into the o- 
ther World. 
Now. this calling our ſelves to 
a ſtrict Account every Night for 
the Actions of the foregoing Doy, 
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will diſpoſe us to be always in 2 
readineſs for our dying Hour. 
Which is the more highly neceſ- 
fary, becauſe we have lately heard 
that many of our Friends have 
been ſnatch'd away by Death on a 
ſudden, and it is poſſible that it 
may as ſuddenly overtake us as it 
has done them ; we have no better 
Security than they. Would we 
then be perſuaded to take this ſe- 
rious impartial Account of our 
ſelves, I might venture to affirm, 
that let Death be never fo ſudden 
in regard of our ExpeQation, yet 
with regard to the Preparation of 
our Minds, it could never be a Sur- 
prize to us. We ſhould be in ſuch 
continual readineſs, rhat neither 
the Uncertainty of Death, nor the 
future Fudgment, would ſeem fo 
terrible, nor could we have any 
reaſon to doubt of our future Hap- 
ineſs, but might earneſtly be- 
eve, that thro” the eternal Mer- 
cies of our infinitely Wiſe and 
Good God, and the moſt precious 
Merits, Satisfaction and Interceſ- 
fion of our Dear Redeemer, we 
ſhould: have our Souls ſaved. 
Moreover, as this Duty is ſo 
3.1 | highly 
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highly neceſſary to be performed, 
ſo the Night Seaſon is the moſt 

roper and convenient time for 
it. Becauſe then our Souls are ſe- 


queſtred from the Buſineſs of the 


World; they are retir'd from all 
the Noiſe and Tumult of things 
below ; and at ſuch a ſeaſon we 
are fitteſt for Recollection; Secre- 
cy, Silence and Reſt will kelp us 
mightily to Commune with our 
Hearts, and to ſearch out our Spi- 
tits: When the Curtain of Dark» 
neſs is drawn over the World, our 
Hearts are apt to be fill'd with a 
religious Fear of God, our Souls 
are generally more compoſed,and 
we have more awful Apprehenſi · 
ons of the Divine Majeſty, and 
are more mindful of the Dark- 
neſs of our Graves. | 

The very Connexion of the 
parts of the Text, point out as 
much : Commune with your own 
Hearts, Then immediately fol. 
lows ; Upon your Bed, and be flilt: 
Implying that the Stilneſs and 
Apprehenſions of the Night make 
that the propereſt Opportunity 
for Self- Examination. © 

Our Bed is an Image and Re- 
| pre- 
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preſentation of Death; the very 
undreſſing of our ſelves may re- 
mind us that we muſt ſhertly 
throw off theſe Rags of Mortali- 
ty ; and when we are upon clo- 
ſing our Eyes, we are ro remem- 
ber that our Sleep is a fort of 
Death, and no Man can promiſe 
himſelf to awake again in this 
preſent State. 8 
s it not our Intereſt then, to 
be prepared for Death, to be al- 
ways upon our Watch, that if it 
ſhould pleaſe God to call us hence, 
either in the ſecond or third 
Hour of the Night, we may not 
be ſurpriz'd by ic, but be fully re- 
ſign'd to leave this painful Life, 
with humble Hopes of entring 
into a better. 

I may add alſo, that Daily Self- 
Examination takes off from the 
abſolute Neceſſity of a formal 
Preparation to the Holy Sacra- 
ment. A Man that accuſtoms him- 
ſelf to this, has no need to be long 
a diſpoſing himſelf for the Re- 
ception of the Euchariſt, but ma 
by a ſingle Glance almoſt, by ju 
recolleCting, and as it were ſum- 
ming up the Total of his Ac- 
233 counts, 
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counts, come with Satisfaction to 
the Sacred Table, where he is on- 


ly to renounce thoſe Sins which 


he every Day bewails and proteſts 
againſt. Such a Perſon has an ha- 
bitual awe of the divine Purity, a 
confirmed and rooted Averſion a- 
22 Sin, and a ſincere Affection 

r the bleſſed FESUS that redeem- 
ed us from the Puniſhment of it; 
and theſe are the beſt Qualificati- 
ons, even the Wedding Garment. 

The uſe of this Practice will 


appear very great upon the Bed 


of Sickneſs too. 
If in our Youth and Strength, 
we conſcientiouſly obſerve it, we 


ZZ ſhall not be oppreſſed with that 


Load of Sins, which great Offen- 


ders are burden'd with when they 
come to die; we ſhall not be con- 
founded with thoſe perplexing 
Scruples and Fears which are the 
Natural Conſequences of a Sick 
or Death. Bed Repentance. 


Wo”; 
ö 


Certain it is, thoſe Chriſtians 


= whoſe daily Examinations in time 


of Health, do in good meaſure 
keep pace with the Failures of 
their Lives, when they come to 
be ſick, have only ſome few Or- 
* namental 


22 The Daily 

namental Graces to put on, only 
to add a little Oil to their Lamps 
upon their Departure hence, and 
ſo to make themſelves compleat- 
ly ready to welcome an happy 
Eternity. 

But Furt hiy and Laſtly, Be plea- 
ſed to conſider, that pn our 
Lives, will in a good meaſure de- 
pend our future Examination at the 
Day of Judgment. ; 

F we will not commune with 
our Hearts now, and teke a ſti 
Account of our ſelves, we may 
depend upon ir, that we ſhall 
have one to examine them for 
us, and that moſt impartially too 
another day. 

There is a time a coming, 
when every Man's Work ſhall 
be tried whether he will or not ; 
namely, at the Day of Judgment, 


nency in Scripture, call'd The 
Day *of Diſcovery, or Revelation, 
Rom. 2. 5. Then all our Works 
ſhall be made manifeſt. For the 
Day ſball declare it, and the Fire 
ſball prove every Man's Work of what 
ſort it is. 1 Cor. 


3. 13. 
God will then moſt anz 


which is by way of ſpecial Emi- 
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try us, and therefore it concerns 
every Man to try himſelf now, 
that the great Trial hereafter 
may be with Comfort. When 
Men have ſeriouſly ſcann'd over 
their Thoughts, their Words and 
Actions, and have ſeverely judg'd 
= themſelves for them, they be- 
come much more fir, and capa- 
ble of undergoing God's ſevere 
>  Cenſuces in the World to come. 
It is the beſt way then daily to 
review our Lives, and to endea- 
vour to keep our Accounts clear, 
that ſo we may prevent that dif- 
mal Doom, which otherwiſe we 
may be liable to at the Coming 
of the Lord. 
And now I am in ſome hopes, 
that from theſe four Conſideta- 
tions, I may have prevailed with 
vou to enter upon, and to re- 
ſolve to practiſe, and continue in 
this excellent Duty of Daily Self 
Fxaminat ion. 
JI o aſſiſt you in the due Per- 
formance whereof, give me leave 
in the third and laſt place, to pre- 
2 ſcribe ſome certain Rules to examine 
Jour ſel ves by. a 
And friſt, We are to examine 
ou 


2 
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our ſelves by the Will and Word of 
God, as it is laid down in Holy Scri- 


pture: The Law God gave is an 


infallible Teſtimony co prove 
our ſelves by. Thus Pſal. 119. 
105. David ſays, Thy Word is a 
Lamp unto my Feet, and a Light an- 
to my Paths. If we do but exa- 
mine our ſelves according to this 
Light, we cannot err; for this is 
the true light which leads us into 
all Truth; it as well diſcovers the 
Good or Evil of what we have al- 
ready done, as it ditects us for 
the future what we ought to do. 

In our daily Courſe of Exami- 
natien then, we are to conſider 
whether our Behaviour has been 
ſo exactly conſonant to the Word 
of God, whether we have liv'd 
according to thoſe Rules which 
he hath given us, or nor. 

IF we find upon due Enquiry, 
we have, chen in reaſon we may 
approve our ſelves for it, and 
have rejozcing in our Works, If we 
find we have not, then we muſt 
animadvert ſeverely upon our 
* ſelves for all our Miſcarriages, 
truly and heartily bewail them, 


beg God's Pardon, and the Grace 


§piritu 
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of his Holy Spirit, to amend 
our Lives, and fairhfully purpoſe 
and reſolve in our Hearts (by 
God's Aſſiſtance) never to com- 
mit them more, but to avoid the 
very firſt Motions and Occaſions 
of thoſe Sins we find our ſelves 
= particularly guilty of. 3 


2 Secondly, We pre to examine 
our ſelves by the/ Principles of God- 
= 1; Drift of Religion ; 
» ve ated up to the 
Light of Reaſon, or have not ra- 
ther ſtifl'd and rejected the Di- 
® Qares of it; whether we have 
= walk'd worthy of the Vocation 
XX wherewith we are call'd ; done 
what a good Chriſtian, that has 
the cleareſt Knowledge of God's 
& Will, and the greateſt Motives to 
= perform it, ought to do; Whether 
in a Word we have not diſgrac'd 
our Profeſſion, by not living a- 

| greeably to the Deſign of ir. 

Thirdly, We are to examine our 
felves by the Principles of Chriſtian 
Prudence and Diſcretien. There is 
a Regard to be had to theſe ; for 
Wiſdom dwells with Prudence, Prov. 
8. 12. And fo Grace, which is 
Spiritual Wiſdom, is to be ac- 


m- 


„( „%ůð at. A A. 


companied with Chriſtian DX. 
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thi 
cretion. David was a Man after ane 
God's own Heart, and had this TT. 
ſtimony given by him that had Ha 
Experience of it, and ſo good cre 
Reaſon to know it; That he be- all 
hev' d himſelf wiſely in all bis Ways, ſtio 
and the Lord was with him, 1 Sam, bY, tolc 
18,14. In every of our Actions ful, 
then we are to conſider how far ture 
they have been conſiſtent with do! 
the Laws of Prudence, and whether he h 
there may not be other Expedi- F of a 
ents found to do them with more to, 
Advanrage for the future. tA 
But Fourthly and Laſtly, We are obſe 


to examine our ſelves by the Light  preſ, 


of our own Conſcience, and the in Soul 
ward Suggeſtions of God's Holy Spi- ted, 
rit. We are to ask our ſelves 881 and! 


18 


theſe important Queſtions; Have ence, 
I this Day proceeded according of Go 
to the ſincere and honeſt Inten- ſcien 
tions of my own Mind? Has not Senſe 
Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Intereſt Sign 
blinded me? Have I regarded and h 
the Checks and Controll of Con- Does 
ſcience, been afraid to make that our 
my Enemy, to raiſe a Clamour vent 
and Diſturbance within? Have 1 Aſſur; 
gone on in thoſe Sins for which bitual, 
| eas 
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this faithful Monitor has ſo long 
and frequently rebuk'd me ? 
Thea as to the Spirit of God. 
Have I carefully obſerved the ſe- 
cret Whiſpers of it? Improv'd 
all the good Motions and Sugge- 
ſtions afforded me? When he has 


told me ſuch an Action is unlaw. 


ful, and advis'd me not to ven- 
ture upon it, have J forborn to 
do it, or have I done it? When 
he has acquainted me of the Good 
of any thing, have I hearkened 
to, and obey'd him ? | 
And one Thing I can't forbear 
obſerving on this Head, That the 
reſent State and Temper of our 
ouls, is not better to be eſtima- 
ted, than from the true Reports 


and Senſibleneſs of our Conſci- 


ence, and the frequent Aſſiſtances 
of God's Holy Spirit. Is our Con- 
ſcience tenderly affe&ed with the 
Senſe of Sin? Tis a comfortable 
Sign of our not being reprobate 
and hardened beyond Recovery. 
Does the Holy Spirit direct us in 
our Difficulties ? Does he pre- 
vent and reſtrain us? Tis a good 
Aſſurance that we have not ha- 
bitually ſtift'd his gracious Ten- 

C 2 ders 
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ders of Love and Mercy to 


us. . 

On the other Hand, when the 
Spirit of God ſtrives with us, or 
abſents, or withdraws his com- 
fortable Influence from us, then X 
it is juſtly to be ſuſpected, that al 
is not right within, that we have 
been wanting in ſome main Parts 
of our Duty, and that we have 7 
done Deſpite to thoſe Offers of 
Love which have been made to '# 


Juſt as it is with intimate 
Friends, who know when they 
have diſpleaſed and offended one 
another by their mutual Carri- B 
age and Deportment ; as by the 
Countenance, by Silence, by ſeem. 
ing Ignorance and Senſeleſneſs of 7 x 
one anothers Condition, and the 7 
like: It is much the ſame in re- 3 
lation to the Spirit of God, and 
our Conſciences. YH 
When we have perform'd our 
Duty in every Point, as well as 
we are able, why then all within 
us is ſerene, and calm, and plea- 
fant, and our Countenance pro- 
claims as much. But when we 


have been guilty of wilful Sin, 
We : 0 
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o ok any black Vice or Miſdemea- 
the nour, then moſt bitter hideous 
or Storms of Fear, and Care, and Jea- 
m. louſie, ariſe in our Boſoms, part- 
len I from a lively Apptehenſion of 


all == God's ſore Diſpleaſure againſt us, 
partly from the continual Chid- 


4 
we ings of his Holy Spirit, and the 


laſhing Girds of an accufing Con- 
x ſcience, as a diſmal Anticipation 
of choſe Eternal Flames, which 
we know to be the Recompence 
of our wicked Lives. | 
I have done with what I at 
= firſt propoſed, and have ſhewn 
=X you what are the Grounds and 
2X Reaſons of Mens not examining 
' xx themſelves ; they are Idleneſs and 
2X Careleſneſs of their Condition, 
Preſumption and Self-flatrery, 
== and Conſciouſneſs of their Sins. 
I haveendeavour'd to inforce the 
Duty upon you from the follow. 
ing Conſiderations ; That Daily 


72 Seel Examination tends to Purity 
hin and Innocency of Life, to the 


Comfort, Peace and Satisfaction 
of our Minds, that it is one of 


8 the beſt Preparatives to a good 
gin and happy Death, that it is re- 


the 
_ 


quiſite to 2 us a 
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righteous Judgment, and ſtric 
Examination of God hereafter. 
Then I have laid down ſome pro- 
per Rules and Directions for your 
Daily Selſ- Examination; namely, 
the Word and Will of God, the 
Deſign and Ends of our Religi- 
on, Chriſtian Prudence and Diſ- 
cretion, the Light of our Con- 
ſciences, and the Suggeſtions of 
God's Spirit. 


And now, upon the whole, I 7 
ER ® 
ray conſider what Excuſe can 


e made for your Neglect of a 
ſerious Daily Reckoning, or Self- 


Examination? What can you pre- 
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tend why you ſhould not inſtant= 


ly practiſe it? The Reaſons you E? 
ſee that keep Men from it, are 
unſafe and impious : The Encou- 


ragements you have to it, are 
great and weighty, and what can 


ou defire further? Are you a- 


raid of the Difficulties and Un- 
eaſineſs that attend this Godly 


Diſcipline? Ah! that is a Mi- 
ſtake ; for without it we can ne. 


ver be eaſie: This is the ſole, ; 


ſecure Foundation of Peace and 
Safety ; I may add, of Pleaſure 
too: For, as I prov'd before, it 
Ir is 
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is only Self Examination that can 
afford us the in ward Joy and Com- 
fort that ariſes from the Know- 
ledge of the Courle of Life we 
lead, and the State our Souls are 
in; that can bring to our Re- 
membrance the pleaſant, the hap- 
py Reflections of thoſe good, and 
= charitable, and Chriſtian Works 
which God hath enabled us to 
perform the Day paſt. 
Moreover, (to compleat all) 
1 it is a profitable and unexpenſive 
Duty; it puts us to no Charge, 
requires none of our Money, lit- 
tle, very little of our pains, abun- 
dance leſs than we beſtow each 
MMiinute of our Lives on Trifles. 
And is it not worth the while, 
co ſave our Souls, to gain a whole 


"= 


happy Eternity, and to avoid the 


> Miſeries of Death and Hell at fo 
cheap a rate, without ſpending 
our Money, or exhauſting our 
Stores ? 
Self. Examination is profitable to 
theſe Ends, as it improves all our 
XX Graces, the Grace of Faith, and 
Hope, and Love; as it fills our 
Minds with Divine Pleaſure, and 


expedites and compleats our Re- 
4 Pen- 
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pentance ; as it make us grow in 
Grace, and preſs forwards to the 
Mark before us; and laſtly, as it 


diſpoſes us to be in a continual ** 
Readineſs againſt our dying Hour. 


Nothing can be ſaid more ro 
excite Chriſtians to a ſerious re 


gular and conſcientious Practice 7 
of this Duty than what has been 
faid : The Advantages of it are 
fo great and various, ſo rare and 


precious, and ſo ineſtimable, that . 
one would think the bare hearing 
of them ſhould work upon the 


moſt ſlothful Sinner, ſhould com- 
pel the moſt lazy and ſluggin 
Perſon to reſolve to go Home im- 


mediately, and begin ſo every 


way concerning a Practice. If 7 
upon our firſt Onſet, it ſeems a2 
Jictle difficult to fix our Minds 


and to compoſe our Thoughts, 
yet the ſecond or third Attempt, v7 
when we begin to be habituated = 
to it, will make the exercife of it 
ſo ſweet and pleaſant, and benefi- 
cial, that it would be a very hard 
Matter, and no ſmall Uneaſineſs 
yy Pe ous ag 2 
ſwaded then, my g 

Friends. and Neighbours, to call 

= your 
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your felves to account every 
Night, what you have either 
thought, ſaid or done the Day be- 
fore. If you find that you have 
committed any wilfulSin, be ſure 
to take exact notice of it, bewail 
it with a penitentiaÞand unfeign- 
ed Sorrow, and moſt earneſtly be- 
fſeoching God's Forgiveneſs, make 

a fincere ſtedfaſt Purpoſe and Re- 
folution, by his Grace to forſake 
it for the future. . 

If you ' ſhall 2 your 
ſelves to have done any good 
AQions, be ſare to give God the 
Praife and Glory of them, ſaying, 
Not unto me, not unto me, 
my good Lord, but unto thy 
great and glorious Name be the 
Praiſe of this my Wellk-doing. 1 
humbly thank thee for thoſe Mea« 
fures of Grace thou haſt been 
leaſed to give me, whereby I 

ve been enabled to do any the 
Jeafſt good Thing. Inſpire me, 
O God, with ſuch an ar Zeal 
for thy Honour, and my own 
Happinefs, as may diſpoſe me ro 
grow _— Day better, to make 
more iderable Advances in 
the Waysof x4 and to endea - 
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vour to go on to Chriſtian Per- 
fection Thus ler ws commune with 
our own Hearts, ſearch out and try 
our Ways, and turn unto the Lord : 
Let us ſet up a Tribunal in our 
Conſciences, there let all our 
whole ConduQ of the Day gone, 
paſs the ſtrift and impartial Scru- 
tiny of our own Minds; let 
every Word and Thought be 
brought back upon the Stage 
again. When we ſer about this 
Work, let us confider the ſeve- 
ral Branches of our Duty, and 
then put the Queſtion to our 
Souls, as touching every parti- 
cular, whether, and how we have 
performed it. | 

Aſſure we our ſelves, tis no 
matter of Choice or Indifference 
tous, how much we know of our 
own Hearts, how much we try 
and 2 our own Ways. 

What does it ſigniſie for a Man 
to acquaint himſelf with Foreign 
Nations, and to be ignorant of 
what is done at Home? To be 
impertinently curious in prying 
into other Men's Lives and Acti- 
ons, and never to make enquir 
into his own, which is a Work 
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ef the greateſt Importance, and 
chiefly belongs to him? 
That moſt famous celebrated 


Saying, Noſce te ipſum, Know thy 


ſelf, is not without Reaſon, ſaid 
by the Poet, to have come down 
from Heaven, and is worthily re- 
commended ro Mankind to be 
deeply imprinted upon all our 
Memories, and frequently revols 
ved in our Thoughts. 
And ſince the way to get this 
Knowledge of our ſelves, muſt be 
by a frequent daily Search and 
Trial of our Thoughts, Inclina- 
tions, Purpoſes and Actions, let 
us live no longer in wilful Neg- 
le of Daily Se, Examination, but 
let us ſet to the Duty, and that 
now in good Time, before it be 
too late. It is the greateſt Piece 
of Wiſdom, to begin ſoon, that 
we may not be furpriz'd and ta- 
ken unawares. Let us try our 
Hearts what holy and pious Affe. 
Qions there are in them, and let 
us try our Actions, what Good- 
neſs and Sincerity they have, 
And ſince, when all is ſaid and 
done, we can at the beſt make 
but an imperte& Scrutiny ; we 
| Cane 
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cannot fathom our Hearts to the 
bottom, but the Lord, He, and 
He only, tries the Reins, and 
knows our Hearts in every ſecret . 
winding and turning of them : 
Let us go to Him upon our Knees, 
in moſt a ffectionate, fervent Pray- 
er, and beg Him to aſſiſt and di- 
re& us in this neceſſary and im- 
portant Duty. 

Let us take Holy David, the 
Author of my Text, for our Pat- 
tern, with whoſe earneſt Prayer 
I conclude; Pſal. 139. 23, 24. 
Search me, O God, and know my 
Heart, and try me, and know 
Thoughts ; and ſee if there be any 
wicked way in me : and lead me in 
the way everlaſting. And that for 
the alone ſake and Merits of our 
mighty Redeemer, and Great and 
Powerful Interceſſor, Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, 
but one moſt bleſſed God, be aſcribed, 
4 is moſt due, al Honour, Power, 
Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Domi- 
nion, now and for evermore. Amen. 

Since it is not enough to be per- 
ſuaded of the Neceſſity of any Duty, 
witkout bring informed how 85 be- 
. wave 
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have our ſelves in the Diſcharge of 
it, I have put down here ſuch a 
Form as may be proper for the Uſe of 
the Daily Self-Examinant ; and 
have + got furniſbed him with 
a ſet of Prayers and Devotions, as well 
as ſundry Ejaculations, on moſt other 
Occaſions. Theſe are moſt an end 
taken from the Pious Writings of 
our Divines, and are deſigned for 
thoſe who have not Money to pur- 
chaſe, or Time to read them in thety 
own Places. 


| SHSSHASEESN ESSS HEE 


A Form of Self-Examination. 

8 My Soul, now in the Pre- 

ſence of the Great God, uſe 
thy utmoſt Diligence to ſearch 
and examine thine own Conſci- 
ence; how thou haſt managed 
thy whole Life which God gave 
thee to employ jo His Service. 


Haſt thou endeavoured faith- 
fully to live according to thy 
baptiſmal Vow? Haſt thou re- 
nounced the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World, with all 
covetous Deſ.res of the ſame, 2 
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all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, 
ſo as not co follow, nor be led by 
them ? | 
| . 
Doſt thou believe all the Arti. 
cles of the 1 Faith? 
Wilt thou keep God's Holy 
Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of 
thy Life? 
Wanna 


More particularly to thy Duty 
towards God. 


Oſt thou believe in God, 
fear Him, and love Him 
above all Things; with all thy 
Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 
. ? | 
Doſt thou Worſhip, Pray, and 
give Thanks unto Him for his 
manifold Mercies and Benefits, 
and duly improve them to his 
Glory ? | 
Doſt thou put thy whole Truſt 
and Confidence in Him at all 
Times ? 
Doſt thou Honour God's Holy 
Name and his Word, and what- 
ever hath any relation unto Him, 
| a8 
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as His Houſe, His Miniſters, and 
thoſe Poſſeſſions and Days which 
are ſer apart for His ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip? 

Doſt thou reſolve by His Grace 
to ſerve Him truly and ſincerely, 
all the Days of thy Life ? 


BE OO EO NE TE HR Te eG 


Ars to thy Duty towards thy 
Neighbour; 


19% thou love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf ? and Doſt 
thou do unto all and every Man, 
as thou wouldſt they ſhould do 
unto thee, in the like State and 
Condition of Life ? - 
Doſt thou (as a dutiful Child) 
Love, Honour, and Succour, thy 
Father and Mother ; thy Hus- 
band or Wife; in Health and 
Sickneſs, in Age and Adverſity, 
in Plenty and Proſperity ? 
Doſt thou (as a Good and Loy- 
al Subject) Honour and Obey 
the KING, and all Magiſtrates, 
whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
that are put in Authority under 
Him ? 
Doſt thou reſpeQively ſubmit 
thy ſelf to all thy Governours, 
SY Teach», 


thou ha 
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Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters, and order thy ſelf lowly 
and reverently towards all thy 
Betters ; whether they are ſo by 
Birth, Wealth, Age, Power or 
Learning ? 

Doſt thou hurt no Body by 
any ſlanderous, Evil, Back-biting 
or malicious Words; or by any 
revengefal, unchriſtian, or un- 
charitable Deeds ? 

Art thou exactly Juſt, and Ho- 
neſt, and Upright, in Buying and 
Selling, in Borrowing and Pay- 
ing ; and in all thy Dealings 
of any kind with thy Neigh- 
bour ? 

Doſt thou bear no Malice, En- 

„Hatred or Revenge in thy 

eart againſt the worſt Enemies 
? But doſt thou Love, 
Pray for, Blefs, Forgive, and do 


all friendly Offices that are in 


thy Power to them, and doſt thou 
endeavour to” be reconciled to 
them ? 

Doſt thon keep thy Hands 
from picking and ſtealing, pilfer- 
ing or purloining the Goods of 
thy Neighbour; be they accoun- 
ted never fo ſmall and inconfider- 
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Doſt thou love and ſtudy for 
Peace and Quietneſs ? Doſt thou 
not encourage Strife, Contenti- 
ons, and Law Suits amongſt thy 
Neighbours ? 

Art thou faithful in Friendſhip, 
thankſul to thy Benefactors, and 
for ward to relieve and aſſiſt thy 
Neighbour in his Sickneſs, Po- 
verty and Diſtreſſes ? 

Doſt thou decline vitious Com- 
pany, and all Occaſions of Sin ; 
and doſt thou labour faithfully 
and induſtriouſly in thy Trade or 
Calling; to earn a Competency 
of Maintenance for thy ſelf and 
Family ? 

Doſt thou keep it in the pur · 
poſe of thy Heart to do thy Du- 
ty Conſcientiouſly in that State 
and Calling of Life, to which the 
good Providence of God hath al- 
ready, or may hereafter defign 
and appoint thee ? 

Doſt thou heartily thank and 
2 and glorifie God's Holy 

ame, for giving thee Health 
and. Strength, Power, Ability, and 

Opportunity ſo to do? 


At 
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As to thy Duty towards thy ſelf. 


Oſt chou keep thy Body in 

temperance, ſoberneſs and 
chaſticy, neither eating nor drink- 
ing too much, nor too often, un- 
defiled with fleſhly Luſts, ſuch 
as gluttony, drunkenneſs, forni- 
cation, Iaſciviouſneſs, and adul- 


x 

o which end doſt thou turn 
away thine Eyes from behold. 
ing vain and wanton Objects, cir- 
cumciſing thy Ears, not ſuffer- 
ing them to hear any prophane, 
laſcivious Stories, nor filthy Jeſt: 
which are not convenient, keepin 
thy Heart and Thoughts wit 
all Diligence, and ſuppreſſing the 
very firſt Motions of Luſt and 
Sin ? 

Doſt thou not ſometimes co- 
vet, wiſh for, or ſecretly deſire 
thy Neighbours Houſe, or his 
Wife, his Man Servant, or his 
Maid Servant, his Ox or his Aſs, 
or any of his Goods and Poſ- 


ſeſſions ? | 


Art thou content with ſuch 


Things as thou haſt, and do'ſt 
thou 
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thou not envy thy Neighbours 
Riches, nor repine at his proſpe- 
rous Condition? 

Doſt thou not tempt others to 
Sin by connivance or encourage- 
ment, by command or perſwa- 
ſion, and ſo encreaſe thy own 
guilt by furghering the damna- 
tion of thy Brother? 

Doſt thou in one Word intend, 
by the Grace of God, to repent 
ſincerely of all paſt Sins and Fol- 
lies, and to live more anſwerably 
to the main end and deſign of 
the Goſpel, which obliges doth 
thee and all Men to deny all un- 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 
to live ſoberly in regard to thy 
ſelf, righteouſly in regard to thy 
Neighbour, and godly with re- 
lation to God ? 


nee 


In more particular Relation: Sins 
againſt Soveraign Rulers. 
N OT reverencing them. 
Judging and ſpeaking Evil 
of Hou Ss 
rudging and retuſing to pa 

their Juſt Dues. : 1 

Sowing Sedition amongſt the 
People. Neg- 
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Neglecting to Pray for them. 


Diſobeying their lawful Com- 
mands. 


Rebelling againſt them, or 


joining and encouraging thoſe 
that do. 


N NAA 


As to Paſtors and Teachers of 
Chriſt's Church. 


Eſpiſing them, and endea- 
vouring to render them 
contemptible to others. 

Not loving them for their 
Works ſake. 

Not ſubmitting our ſelves to 
their Inſtructions and Reproofs. 
Defrauding them of their Dues, 
their Tithes and Offerings, and 
witholding their reaſonable Main- 
tenance. 

Not praying for them. 

Grieving and moleſting them. 

Forſaking them to follow fa - 
Qtious Teachers. 


AAA 2222 
As to Married Perſons. 


Arrying within the De- 


1 grees * * 
arrying for undue » as 
Coveroulſnels, Luſt, . Un. 
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Uneoncernedneſs at one ano- 


thers Condition. 2 
Provoking and grieving one 


another. 


Publiſhing one anothers Infir- 
mities. 

Uafaithfulneſs to the Bed. 

Not praying for each other. 

Not promoting one anothers 
Temporal and Eternal Intereſts. 


e ene 


More particularly of the Husband 
againſt the Wife. 


N O T ſupplying her with 
Conveniences. 

Being moroſe and imperious in 
Carriage to her. 

Not condeſcending to her 
weakneſs. 

Striking and abuſing her. 

Not adviſing her. 

Entertaining groundleſs Jea- 
louſies of her. 

Encouraging Servants to tell 
idle Tales and Stories of her, 
and to make miſchief between 
them, 


of 
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of the Wife againſt the 
Husband. 
N OT inwardly eſteeming 
him. 


Not outwardly reſpecting and 
ſubmitting her ſelf ro him. 

Not obſerving to do what 
pleaſes him. 

Not obeying his lawful Com- 
mands. 

Not tending him in Sickneſs 
and old Age. | 
Striving for Rule and Domini- 

on over him. 


$$$4$4$1$44554444 $444 


As to Parents. 


OT loving their Children. 

Mothers refuſing to nurſe 

them without a juſt Impediment. 

Not bringing them timely to 
Baptiſm and Confirmation. 

Not early Catechiſing them, 
nor rightly inſtructing them in 
the ways of God. 

Not corre&ing them in good 
time for their Sins and Miſcarri- 
ages. 

Setting them evil Examples. 
| Provoking 
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Provoking them to Wrath by 
harſh and cruel uſage. 

Not providing a neceſſary Sub- 
ſiſtence for them, according to 
their ability, 

Spending their Portions in 
their own Extravagancies. 

Reſerving all till their Death, 
and letting them want in the 
mean time. 

Diſinheriting them out of evil 
intents and purpoſes. 

Not ſeeking to entail a Bleſ- 
ſing on them by their Chriſtian 
Lives. 

Not heartily praying for them 
in private, and openly, giving 
them their Bleſſings. 


PESTS IEEE IEEE 


As to Children againſt their 
Parents. 


Ant of natural Affection to 
them. 

Stubborn and irreverent beha- 
viour towards them. 

Secretly deſpiſing them in 
their Hearts, and openly pub- 
Iiſhing their Infirmities.- 
Slighting their wholſom Ad- 
monitions, 
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monitions, and diſobeying their 
lawful Commands. 
Murmuring at their Govern- 
ment. 

Stealing from them. 

Coveting their Eſtates, tho' by 
their Death, or ſecretly wiſhing 
them Dead. 

Neglecting to comfort and re- 
lie vethem to the beſt of their Pow. 
er and Skill in their Sickneſs, 
Wants, Weakneſs and old Age. 

Neglecting to pray for God's 
Bleſſing on them. 

Want of Humility, Reſpe&, 
and Gratitude to them. 


SENSE SESHSSTESES SUSE 
As to Brothers and Siſters. 


Ant of natural Affection. 
Envying and Heart-burn- 

ing towards them. 

Not praying for them. 
Wiſning ill things to them. 

Backbiting and reproaching 
one another. 

Raiſing diſturbances in the Fa- 
mily concerning one another. 


As 


ſelves 
ſpititi 
zed in 

No 
ing tl 
Sins. 
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As to Maſters or Miſtreſſes. 


Bros over harſh and rigorous 


towards their Servants. 
Uſing them tyrannically and 
cruelly, 33 

Calling them evil Names. 

Too much given to Threat- 
ning. 

Being too remiſs in ſuffering 
them to neglect their Duty. 

Having ſittle care or compaſ- 
ſion on their Souls. 

Not inſtructing them their 
ſelves, nor ſending them to their 
ſpiritual Guides to be Catechi- 
zed in the Principles of Religion. 

Not admoniſhing and reprov- 
ing them, when they commit 
Sins. 

Not allowing them Time and 
Opportunity for the publich 
Worſhip of God; not allowin 
them any Time for their law 
and neceſſary Occaſions on tho 
week Days, and ſo forcing them 
to mind their worldly buſineſs 
on the Lord's Day, 


Defrauding them or 1 
back their Wages. W 
On 


e 
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Requiring unlawful Things 
from chem ; not hearing them 
read, nor calling them to Pray- 
ers Morning and Night; not ha- 
ring them baptized and confirm- 
ed if they are nor. 


GHSTDESUSASSBNEDDUSSRS 


As to Servants. 


OT obeying their Gover. 
nours in all their lawful 
Commands. 
Not being True, Juſt and 
Faithful in the managing their 


Buſineſs. 
Not being Meek, Gentle and 


Submiſſive in their carriage to- 
wards them. 
Anſwering again when provo- 


ed. 
Reſiſting them. 
Not praying for them. 
Secretly deſigning or acting 
Miſchief to them. 
Stealing their Goods. 
Careſly waſting them. 
Idleneſs. 
Lying. 
Eye-Service. | 
Not vindicating their Reputa- 
tion when they hear it call'd in 
Dueſtion Pub- 
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Publiſhing and Aggravating 
their Inficmicies and Imperfecti- 
ons. 

Pray read over ſeriouſſy and 
carefully the foregoing Forms of 
Self Examination, ( as they ſuit 
your reſpective Conditions) and 


* at the end of every one of them, 
put the Queſtion to your ſelves, 
er. whether you are guilty or not? 
ful Be careful to mark each Parti- 
cular which your Conſcience ac- 
nd cuſes you as guilty of; and be- 
Cir ſure to repent of it, and in your 
Prayers at Night make a ſpecial 
and Conteſſion of the Particulars, and 
to- earneſtly implore God's Pardon 


and Forgiveneſs for them. 

vo- COLO FOLD eee nee 
After due Examination of your Con- 
ferences, kneeling down, pray thus. 


a Evening PRAYER. 
ing 1 Acknowledge and Confeſs un- 
= to thee, O moſt Heavenly Fa- 
ther, mine often, and various, 
and grievous Offences, that I 
have committed againſt thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, from my Youth 
hitherto, both in Thought, in. 
Word and Deed: leaving undone 
D 2 thole 


uta- 
1 in 


12 Evening Prayer, &c. 
thoſe Things which I ſhould, 
and ought to have done, and do- 
ing thoſe Things which I ought 
not to have done, provoking 

thy Wrath and In- 
Here con- dignation againſt 
feſs thoſe Sins me. O Lord, 
which your with great Grief 
Conſcience ac- and Sorrow I do 
cuſes you of moſt humbly and 
the Day paſt. heartily bewail 

theſe my Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt Thee: I flee 
unto thy infinite Mercy, to 
hide and cover them, and cry 
out with the Penitent Publican, 
God be merciful to me a Sinner. For- 
give me, I entreat thee, all that 
1s paſt, and ſave and defend me 
from all Sin and Danger for the 
future : Give me the gracious 
Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, 
and confirm and ſtrengthen me 
in the Ways of true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all the Days 
of my Life, to the Praiſe and 
Glory of thy great Name, and 
to the preſent Comfort and eter- 
ag eps of my immortal 
Oul. 


. And 


Lord 
tition 


Qifie 
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And foraſmuch as thou haſt 
brought me to the end of this 
Day, and haſt created the Night 
for Man to take his Reſt in, I 
moſt humbly befeech thee, to 
vonchſafe me moſt quiet Repoſe 
and Sleep, that I may reſt this 
Night, to the Comfort and Re- 
freſhment of my weak and wea- 
ried Body. Preſerve me from all 
Uncleanneſs both of Body and 
Soul, from all hurtful Tempta- 
tions and Dangers that may be- 
fal me. 

Viſit alſo, O Lord, this m 
Dwelling and Neighbourhood, 
and preſerve us from Fire, Rob. 
bery Violence, and all other evil 
Accidents. Give thy Holy An- 
gels Charge over us, to encamp 
round about us : And grant that 
whether we ſleep or wake, live 
or die, we may be afluced of 
thy Protection: And if thou art 
with us, and for us, nothing ſhall 
be able to hurt nor terrifie us, 
neither Devils nor Men ſhall 
have any Power over us. O 
Lord, hear theſe my earneſt Pe- 
titions, pardon all my Sins, ſan- 
Qifie my Life, and continue thy 

| D 3 Mer- 
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Mercies to me for evermore. Al! 


theſe Things, and whatever elſe 
thy Wiſdom may ſee to be more 


convenient for me, I moſt hum- 


bly beg at thy Hands, in the 
Name and Words of my moſt 
Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fay- 
ing as” he hath taught and com- 
manded me; Our Father, which 
art in Heaven, &c. 


When you enter your Bed, ” compoſe 
Four ſelf to ſleep, ſay thus. 


OD che Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, bleſs, preſerve and keep 
me, and grant unto me, and all 
my dear Relations, Friends and 


Neighbours, his continual Bleſ- 


ſing and Protection. The Lord 
mercifully with his Favour look 
upon us, and ſo fill us with his 
Spiritual Benediction and Grace 
here, that in the World to come, 
we may have a happy Meeting in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Amen, 
Lord Jeſus, Amen, Amen. 

Into thy Hands I commend my Spi- 
rit, for this haſt redeemed it, O 
Lord, thou Goa of Truth. 1 55 
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Loy mie down in Peace and take my 
Reſt, for it is thou, Lord, only thas 
zwakeſt me to dwell in Safety. 


If at any Time in the Night you 
happen to awake, ſay, 


Will till remember thee, my 
God, in my Bed, and think 
upon thee now I am waking, be- 
cauſe thou haſt always hitherto 
been my Helper. 3 

Even now in the Night Sea- 
ſon, whilſt thou holdeſt mine 
Eyes waking, I will contemplate 
thee my great Creator, and will 
make my Prayers unto thee, my 
dear Redeemer, and the God of 
my Life, I know thou wilt not 
refuſe to be my Soul's Comfort. 

Remember, at Midnight there 
was a Cry made, Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh, go out to meet him. 
Bleſſed are thoſe Virgin- Souls, whom 
the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
waking. 

Come. my Soul, then let us al- 
ways take good heed, watch and 
Pray, that we may be found pre- 
pared with our Lamps burning, 
ready to enter with our Spouſe 

D 4 the 
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the Lord Jeſus unto the Wed. 

ding. He that hath Ears to hear 
Jet him hear this The Day of 
the Lord will come as a Thief in the 
Night. Watch therefore, becauſe 5. 
know not the Day, nor the Time, noy 
the Hour when the Son of Man will 


tome to Fudgment, whether at Even, ful t 
or at Midnight, or at the Cocł-crum · Favo 
ing, or in the Morning, left coming inde 
ſuddenly He ſhould find thee Neeping. _ 

ant 
When you hear the Clock ftriks. whe! 
God 
T His is to put me in mind ther 
that the Hour of my Death we 
draws nearer and nearer. Grant Ren 
unto me, O Lord my God, I be- to ſe 
ſeech thee, both an happy and Nan 
healthful Life, and bleſſed Hour Pon 
of Death. And whatſoever I do, Min 
and whereſoever I am, let the 
Hour of thy ſudden Coming ſo Whe 
reſt in my Mind and keep me a, 


watching, that I may ever think 
I hear thy Voice ſounding in 
mine Ear, Ariſe ye Dead, and come 
#0 Judgment. In all Time of my 
Tribulation, and in all Time of 
my Health, in the Hour of my 
Death, and in the Day of Judg- 

1 = 4 ment, 
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ment, good Lord deliver us. 
Amen. . 


MEDITATION. 


All often to mind the Time 
of thy Death, and be care- 
ful to live every Hour in God's 
Favour, as tho' every Hour were 
indeed the laſt. Remember alſo 
that as there is no Hour nor in- 
ſtant of Time in all thy Life, 
wherein thou haſt not the Uſe of 
God's great Benefits, ſo ought 
there to be no moment wherein 
we have not him in perpetual 
Remembrance before our Eyes, 
to ſerve, love and fear his Holy 
Name, to the uttermoſt of our 
Power, with all our Heart, and 
Mind, and Soul, and Strength. 


When you cloſe your Eyes to ſleep 
again, commend your ſelf to God - 
in this Form. 


]Nto the Hands of thy unſpeak- 
able Mercy, O Lord, I com- 
mend my Soul and Body ; my 
Senſes, Thoughts, and all Things 
belonging to me, my Friends and 
| D* Rela- 
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Relations, my Benefactors and 
Acquaintance, my Lying down 
and my Riſing up, the whole 
Courſe and end of my Life, the 
Day and Hour of my Departure 
out of this World ; finally, my 
Death, Burial, Reſt and Reſur- 
rection; beſeeching thee, O 
Lord, now to ſuffer mine Eyes to 
Neep, and mine Eye-lids to ſlumber, 
and the Temples of my Head to take 
Reſt; that my Bed may comfort 
me, and my Sleep may refreſh 
me. And O thou who art the 


into thy Protection and Care, 
and grant that while my Body 
ſleepeth, my Soul may wake in 
Thee. Let my ſleep be quiet and 
healchful ro my Body, that when 
'T awake in the Morning, I may 
riſe in good Health, and delight 
in thee my God. Let not trou- 
bleſome Dreams, and vain Fan- 
cies, and Apparitions of the 
Night, nor the Devil diſquiet 
me, but ſo guard and defend me 
by thy Holy Angels, in my ſleep, 
that I may fall into no harm nor 
Danger. I commend my Spirit, 

l ou 


Keeper of Iſrael, who neither 
Numbereſt, nor ſleepeſt, rake me 


< 


Soul ar 
Lord ] 
finite 
receive 


Ran 
Sv ſoon | 
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Soul and * into thy Hands, 
Lord Jeſus, do thou in thine in- 
finite Mercy have Pity on me, and 
receive me into thy Cuſtody. 


eee 


Sv ſoon as you awake in the Morning; 
pray, | 


VI. Bleſſed God, I heartily 
; thank thee for all thy Bene- 
firs beſtowed upon me and all 
Mankind; eſpecially for that it 
hath pleaſed thee in thy Mercy 
to awaken my Body from Sleep, 
[And to make 

mine Eyes pre- *This is to be. 
vent the Morn- ſaid as occaſion 
ingLight. Vouch: ſerves, 

ſake, O Lord, to | 

awaken my Soul from the ſleep- 
of Sin and carnal Security, thag 
it may not become dead in Treſ- 
paſſes, nor wearied with longing 
and hungring after the Vanities 
of this World, but lively, quick 
and ready to ſerve and glorifie 
thee with all its Faculties and 
Powers, in all Works of Rigbte- 


ouſnelſs and true Helineſs, 
eee 
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MEDITATION. 
At your Upriſing. 

All to mind the exceeding 

* Joy and Happineſs of 

the juſt Souls at the general Re- 

ſurrection. Contemplate alſo 

that moſt clear Light, and bright 

Morning which will be then af. 

ter the long Darkneſs our Bodies 
have been in. 


Then Pray thus: 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt 
vouchſafe to die for my Sins 
and to riſe again for my Juſtification, 
have mercy upon me, and by the 
Power of ow glorious Reſurrecti- 
on, I beſeech thee to raiſe me out 
of this Bed of Sin, wherein I have 
liv'd a long time, to the Life of 
Righteouſneſs. 


MEDITATION. 


As your are putting on your Cloat h. 
and areffing your ſelf, 

All to mind bow we are in- 

corporate into Chriſt, and 

how be doth cloath, govern and 

nouriſh us, and under his Wings, 

piotection and Providence, _ 
| 1 
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ſwallowed up of Life. For if they be 
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ſt ill preſerve us, and provide for 
us. Conſider alſo how-the Chil- 
dren of God, whilſt they are 
burden'd with this fleſhly Ta- 
bernacle, do ſigh, deſiring to be 
cloatbed upon, that Mortality may be 


found cloathed and not naked, Mor- 
tality (ball be ſwallowed up of Immor- 
tality, and they ſball walk with God 
in white unſpot ted Garments. At all 
times, let thy Garment be white, and 
thy Works pleaſe God. 


Then Pray thus: 


E- Loath me, O Chriſt, with 
thine own ſelf, that I may 
be ſo far from making Proviſion 
for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof, 

that I may quite throw off all my 
carnal Deſires, and crucifie the 


Affections of the Fleſh. 
MEDITATION, ? 


When you are waſhing your Hands. 


Editate on the Vow and 
Promiſe made to God ar 
1 85 Baptiſm, to renounce the 

orld, the Fleſh and the Devil, 
and how often and grievouſly 
you have broken that Vow. Cone 
ider 
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ſider alſo the unſpeakable Love 
and Mercy, of Jeſus Chriſt your 
Saviour, who hath waſhed you 
from your Sins in his own moſt 
precious Blood, and purged your 
Conſciences from dead Works, to 
the end you ſhould ſerve God in 
Purity andInnocency of Life. Con- 
ſider alſo that it will little avail 
you, if you waſh your ſelf, and 
touch Fleſh again : that is, if you 
confeſs your Faults, and after, 
commit them again; and with the 
Dog return to the Vomit, and with 
the Sow which was waſhd, to hir 
wallowing in the Mire. 


Then pray thus: 


JF Ave Mercy upon me, O 
1 God, and patcon all thoſe 
wicked Actions which my Hands 
have committed againſt thee. 
Waſh my Soul wich the Holy 
Fountain of that precious Water 
and Blood, which I believe did 


flow from the pierced Side of 


thy Son. Cleanſe not only. my 
Hands and Face from Filth and 
Corruption, but purge my Heart, 
Soul and Conſcience, from all 
Contagion. of Sin and ww 4. 
chats 
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that I may be pure both in Body 
and Soul, and ſerve thee in un- 
feigned Holineſs and Righteoul- 
nels to my Life's end. Amen. 
After you are dreſſed, it is adviſa- 

ble to retire into ſome private 
place, and then with all Humi- 
tity, of both Body and Soul, kneel 
down and ſay this ſbort Prayer. 
Moſt Merciful Lord, and 
Loving Father, without 
whoſe mighty Aid, I am not 
able to do any thing that is good 
and acceptable in thy ſight, diſ- 
poſe my Heart. open my Lips, 
and guide me by thy Holy Spi- 
ritto a true Acknowledgment of 
all my Sins, that my Prayers may 
be heard of thee, in the Name 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now ſay your Belief, your Baptiſ- 
mal Vow, and atk your Conſci- 
ence whether you ſtedfaſtix believe 
and duly remember all this; and 
whether, by the Grace of God 
enabling you, you will live and 
die in this Faith. Whenever you 
7 the Belief, ſay at the end 


of it, Lord, I believe all this, 
o thou help mine Unbelief. 
Then repeat the Ten Command- 
ments, 
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ments, examine your ſelf, in.what 
particular Inſtances you have ſin- 
fully broken them: And at the end 
of every ſuch Commandment ſay, 
Lord have Mercy upon me, 
and forgive all my paſt Tranſ- 


greſſions of this Law, and in- 


cline my Heart to the due 
Obſervance of it for.the time 
to come. 
Oth now and ever vouchſafe, 
O Lord, for thy dear Son's 
fake, to hear my humble Petiti- 
ons, Receive my Prayers, O God, 
and in thy Truth and Mercy, 
p#rdon all my Offences, and give 
me the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
to enable me to pray aright. 

O Father of Heaven, O Son of 
God, Redeemer of the World, 
O Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, 
and' one moſt glorious God, have 
Mercy upon me a moſt wretch- 
ed and miſerable Sinner. I have 
offended both Heaven and Earth, 
above all that a Fo oa — 

£3 expreſs I“ My Sins 
* This to be which I Yar! rem 
ſaid by great 


mitted are above 


and notorious all Mens, both in 
Sinners. 


Number and Great- 
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% neſs.] Whither then thall I go 
ne for Pardon and Forgiveneſs ? TO 
14 Heaven I am aſhamed to lift up 
75 my Face, and on Earth I can find 
e, no Place of Succour and Relief. 
. To thee therefore, O Lord my 


God, I amforc'd to come and bum- 
ble my ſelf, beſeeching thee to 
have Mercy upon me. Thou haſt 
declared thy ſelf to be a God of 
Mercies and Forgiveneſſes, and 
$ that thon delighteſt not in the 
. Death of a Sinner, but hadſt 
, rather that he ſhould turn from 
| his evil Ways and live. O curn 


b 
e me, turn me by a true and time- 
) ly Repentance to thy ſelf, and 
grant that all my Sins may be 
f ſo fully forgiven me, that they 
may never riſe up in Judgment 
againſt me in this World, to 
confound me amongſt Men, or to 
condemn me in the next at thy 
great Tribunal. 
| And when once thou haſt ful» 
ly pardon'd all my Sins, fortifie 
me againſt them, by the Grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, for the time 
to come, That ſo I may never 
return to my old Impieties, nor 
yet offend thee by any new 
INE Tranſgreſſions, 


1 
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Tranſgreſſions. But may paſi the 
time of my Sojourning here in thy 
Fear, keeping Innocence, and taking 
heed to the thing that is right, as 
_— it will bring me Peace at 
the laſt. 

I thank thee, O dear Father of 
Heaven and Earth, that the laſt 
Night thou haſt. given me quiet 
and refreſhing Sleep, and haſt 
preſerved me, and all my Rela- 
tions and Friends, Neighbour. 
hood and Family from Fire, 
Robbery, and all other Violence 
both of evil Angels and evil 
Men. And ſince thou haſt been 
ſo merciful to me as to give me 
leave to behold the Light of this 
Day, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee to keep me from falling in- 
to. any wilful or preſumptuous 
Sins, or from running into any 
kind of Danger, but that all my 


Thoughts, Words and Works, 


may be prevented by thy moſt 
Gracious Favour, furthered by 
thy continual and ready Help, 
and ordered by thy All-wiſe and 
powerful Governance, that fo 
they may be evermore pleafing 
and acceptable in thy ſight, 
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This Day I commend my ſelf, 
Soul and Body, all things that I 
have, and all that I undertake, 
into thy Hands, beſeeching thee 
that thy Holy Spirit may be ever 
with me, leſt my Enemies ſhould 
prevail againſt me. Defend me, 
O Lord, from the open Aſſaults, 
and the ſecret Temptations of 
my great Adverſary the Devil, 
and all infernal Spirits and wick- 
ed Men. Feed me with Food 
convenient for me, root out of 
me all exorbitant Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions, deliver me from all deadly 
Sin, from an untimely and un- 
provided Death, and ( if thou 
ſeeſt convenient for me) from a 
liogring Sickneſs, and above all 
from the eternal Torments of 
Hell-fice. 

Dear Lord, bleſs me, and take 
me into thy Tuition ; give me a 
Penitent Heart, to weep and la- 
ment for all my paſt Miſcarri- 
ages; Give me an unfeigned Faith 
to believe in thee, co truſt in 
thee, to love and fear thee, to 
ſerve and glorifie thee, to call 
upon thy Holy Name ; grant that 
I may love my Neighbour as All 

e 
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ſelf, whichour doing Wrong or In. 
jury to any Man; give me Grace 
to be courteous and thankful to 
my Friends, to be loving and ten. 
der-hearted ro my Enemies, and 
to live peaceably and kindly a- 


me to number my Days, and pru- 
dently to apply my Heart unto 
Holineſs, that ſo whenever thou 
ſhalr ſummon me out of this pain- 
ful, troubleſom, and vexatious 
Life, I may willingly depart, and 
cheerfully reſign up my Soul in- 
to thy Fatherly Hands, and be 
received into thoſe everlaſting 
Habitations of Bliſs and Joy, 
where the Souls of them that 
ſleep in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy 
perpetual Reſt and Felicity. 
Grant this, I beſeech thee. O 
moſt merciful Father, for Jeſus 
Chrift's ſake, in whoſe moſt bleſ- 
T fed Name and Words I ſum up 
the Imperfe&ions of theſe my 
Requeſts, ſaying, as he himſelf 
hath been pleaſed to teach me. 

Our Father, &c. 

Unto God's gracious Mercy 


and Protection, I commit my ſelf, 


nds 
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and Acquaintance, the Lord of 
his infinite Mercy bleſs us, and 
keep us. The Lord make his 
Face to ſhine upon us, and be 
gracious unto us. The Lord 
lift up his Countenance upon 
us, and give us Peace this Day, 
and to the end of our Lives, and 
for evermore. Amen, Amen. 


Before you read the Bible, or or ber 
good Books, pray thus : 


'$ x mine Eyes, good Lord, 
that I may read the Truths 
contained in this Holy Book; 
Give me a good Underſtanding, 
and faithful Memory, to appre- 
hend and retain them : Grant 
that I may follow the Inſtructi- 
ons, keep the Precepts, believe 
the Promiſes, and dread the 
ſc Threatnings ; that ſo they may 
p be inſtrumental ro my leading 
/ an Holy Life, and to my dying 
f an happy and comfortable Death. 
Amen, good Lord, Amen. 


When 
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When you walk out of your Houſe, 
Pray thus: 


Lord, bleſs my going out; 
| Let thy Holy Angels go 
along with me, and let thy Holy 
Spirit reſt upon me, that I may 
be ſafe under thy moſt mighty 
Protection. I leave all my Con- 
cernments in the World entirely 
to thy Diſpoſal. Direct this Fa- 
mily in all their Ways; Keep 
their Souls in Truth and Piety, 
their Bodies in Health and Eaſe, 
and their Goods in Safety. 


Before you begin any Work or Study. 


H E Lord God of Heaven 

vouchſafe to aſſiſt me with 
his Holy Spirit, and to drive 
away from me all Sloth and Idle- 
neſs, that I may never negle& to 
do my Duty, but that I may take 
Pains while both Health and 
Strength continue, that when old 
Age creeps upon me, and theſe 
are ſpent and conſum'd, I may 
enjoy in Peace the reſt of my La- 
bours. Be thou preſent with me, 
O Lord, in this Undertaking. 
Grant that I may go hong, 26 
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with Prudence, Cheerfulneſs and 

due Conſideration 3; and when 
it is finiſh'd, I may reap the 
wiſh'd for Fruits and Succeſs of 
my Labours. 


In your Working, Study or Buſineſs, 
oftcn lift up your Soul to God in 
this or the like Prayer. 


Ear Lord, vouchſafe me thy 
Grace and Bleſſing, with- 
out which all that I take in Hand 
will turn to no account. I be- 
lieve, I am now employed in 
that honeſt Calling and Buſineſs, 
which thy Providence hath been 
pleaſed to allot me. I hope 
n therefore that thou wilt bleſs it 
h to me: And let the gloritus Ma- 
e jeſty of the Lord my God be upon me. 
7 
f 


Proſper thou the Work of my Hands 

upon me, O proſper thou my handy 

Work. | 

As you are walking or riding in tha 
Fields, pray thus. 

ET my Body, O God, get 
Strength by this innocent 
Exerciſe; and let my Mind re- 
ceive Inſtructions, by beholding 
and contemplating theſe thy 


Creatures, hearing their Melody: 
ſmel- 


72 Devon Prayers 
ſmelling their Sweetneſs, and ob- 


ſerving their ſeveral Properties 
and Excellencies. 


O Lord our Governor, how. excel- 
lent is thy Name in all the World: 
who hath ſet thy Glory above the 
Heavens. 
When I conſider the Heavens, the 
Works of thy Fingers, the Moon and 
the Stars which thou haſt Ordained ; 
what is Man, that thou art mindful 
of him, and the Son of Man that 
thou viſiteſt him? For thou haſt made 
him a little lower than the Angels, 
and haſt Crowned him with. Glory 

and Henour, thou madeſt him to have 
Dominion over the Works of thy 
Hand; thou haſt put all Things un- 
der his Feet ; all Sheep and Oxen, 
yea, and the Beaſts of the Field, t be 
Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſh of the 
Sea, and what ſoever paſſeth thro' the 


| Paths of the Waters, O Lord, our 


Lord, how excellent is thy Name in 
all the Earth? | 
At your Return home. 
Thank thee, O Gracious God, 
for my ſafe Return home, that 
no Evil hath befallen my anos + 
an 
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my Soul. I intreat thee to pardon 
all my Sins of Ignorance and In- 
firmity, and to preſerve me ſtill by 
thy gracious Providence and Pro- 

tection, the remaining part of 

this Day, and for evermore, 
Grace before Meat. 

Leſs, O Gracious God, theſe 

thy good Creatures to our 

Uſe, that by them our Bodies - 
may receive Strength and Nou- 
riſhment, and our Souls may give 
thee continual Thanks and Praiſe 
for them, through Jeſus Chriſt 

our Lord. | 

Grace after Meat 

E thank thee, O bleſſed God, 

for theſe thy good Crea- 

tures, and humbly beſeech thee to 

continue thy Care over us, that 

by thy watchful Providence we- 

may be in conſtant Safety, Health 

and Holineſs all the Days of our 
Life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

T is a very ſcandalous, tho become 

now a very faſhionable Cuſtom, to 


fit down to Meat before we crave” 
Cod 0 Bleſſing upon what we eat, and 
to riſe and go away without giving 
him Thanks. $ | 
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DIRECTIONS for a Family at 


Morning and Evening. 


OU that are Governours, and 
Heads of Families, ſhouid 


 Imatate the Example of Abraham 


and Joſhua. Concerning the firſt 
of theſe great Men, we know God 
had ſo great Confidence in him, 
as to vaſe his Word for him, that 
he would command his Children, and 
his Houſbold after him, that they 
Should keep the way of the Lord, 10 
Mo Juſtice and Judgment. Then 
as to Joſhus, ye meet with his 


Pious Reſolution in his 24th * 


Chapter, and the 18th Verſe ; 
that if there were occaſion, an 

things were brought to that ex- 
tremity, he and his Houſe would 
ſtand alone in the Profeflion and 
Practice of God's true Religion; 
Chuſe you this Day (ſaith he) who 
Je will ſerue— But as for me and 
amy Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
Now this is, and ought to be the 


pious Care and unwearied Reſo: 


Aution of all good Chriſtians who 
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have the Care of Families upon 
them; tis indeed, an eſſential 
part of Religion, next to ſerving 
God in our own Perſons, to be 
very careful that all thoſe who 
are under our Authority, and have 
any relation to us,. whether Chi 
dren, Servants, or other Depen- 
dents, do the ſame. 

For every one of us muſt not 
only give an Account of our 
ſelves to God, but alſo for all thoſe 
that belong unto us, we ought 
therefore to take Care that they 
do not run into Sin and Folly, 
through our wilful Omiſſions and 
Negligence. | | 

If we deſire to have the Bleſ- 
* fing of God upon our ſelves, and 
our Families, it concerns us, ei- 
ther before or after our own pri- 
| vate Devotions, to call every 
Morning and Evening, all our 
Family into ſome convenient 
Apartment ; and then to read, 
or cauſe to be read diſtinctly, a 
Chapter out of the New Teſta. 
ment. The Chapter being read, 
if leiſure ſerves, it would be pro- 
-per and uſeful to praiſe God in 
ging a Pſalm, or ſome part of 

2 ne. 


i — 


one. And then kneeling down 
with them in a devout and reve. 
rend manner, let us commend 
our ſelves and them, to the Bleſ. 
ling and Protection of Almighty 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by 4 Family 
Morning and Evening. 
At your firſt kneeling down, ſay, 
O Lord, prepare our unprepa- 
red Hearts to ſeek thy Face, 
and hear and anſwer the Suppli- 
cations of us thy. unworthy 
Servants. | 
We yield thee hearty Thanks, 
moſt Merciful Father, for all 
thy Benefits beſtowed upon the 
whole race of Mankind; but eſ- 
pecially upon us thy ſinful, and 
moſt unworthy Servarits, now 
aſſembled together in thy imme- 
diate Preſence. We bleſs thee for 
thoſe unſpeakable Benefits of our 
Creation, when we were no- 
thing; of our Redemption, when 
we were loſt, and worſe than no- 
thing: For giving us this long 
Opportunity, zo bring forth Fruit: 
meet for Repentance ; for reveal- 
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ing to us thy Promiſes of Mercy 
nd To all penitent Sinners in the ho- 


ef, & 1y Word and Goſpel of thy dear 
ty Son Jeſus Chriſt, and for * 
us from ſo many Perils 


Dangers both of Soul and Body, 
% I at home and abroad: And altho' 
ity we have from time to time offen- 
ded thy Divine Majeſty by our 
continual Sins and Wickedneſſes, 
rovoking thee moſt juſtly to 
Wrath and Indignation againſt 
us; yet thou haſt not deſtroyed 
us, nor forſaken us, but haſt gran- 
ted to us a longer time of Repen- 
tance. O let this thy forbearing 
I Goodneſs and Mercy awaken 
our Minds, and melt -and ſoften 
— our Hearts, and conſtrain us to 
turn from our evil Ways, and to 
reform and amend our Lives, that 
ſo, tho' we have done wickedly, 
yet we may do ſo no more, but 
may amend our Ways, and re- 
form our Doings, and our Iniqui- 
ties may not be our Ruin. 
Be merciful unto this ſinful 
Kingdom wherein we live. For- 
give our Sins, our crying Sins, 
and enter not into Judgment 
with us for them. Proſper thy 
2 EZ Goſpel 


78 a Family-Prayer - 
Goſpel, amongſt us, grant it a 
Free and a comforeatle Paſſage; 
ſend it where it is not: keep and 
r r it where it is. Let thy 
Bleſſing always follow it, and thy 
moſt mighty Power evermore 
uphold and defend it. Lock 
down with an Eye of ſpecial Fa- 
vour and Protection upon our 
moſt Gracious King. Give Him 


the Spirit of Zeal, Wiſdom, and 
Government, that He may long 
and happily Reign over us. Bleſs 
.the Royal Family, the Nobility, 


Judges, Magiſtrates and Gentcy 


of this Land, Let a double Por- 
tion of thy Spirit be 


on the 
Miniſters of thy Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Make them Mer 
fearing thce, and hating Covetouſ- 
neſs. Grant that they may right- 
ly preach thy Sacred Word, du- 
Jy adminiſter thy Bleſſed Sacra- 
ments, and induſtriouſly ſeek thy 
Honour and Glory, and the Sal- 
vation of thy People committed 
to their Charge. Be with the 


Children of Affliction, however 
Viſited. Be gracious to all our 
Relations, Benefactors, Friends 
Y and if any 
| are 
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are or would be our Enemies, 
Lord, forgive them and turn 
their Hearts. Take, we pra 
thee, into thy Protection, bot 
us and ours, and all that belon 
unto us this Day I or Night. I 
Let thy careful Providence 
watch over us, and thy Bleſ- 
ſed Angels encamp about us, 
keep and preſerve both our 
Souls and Bodies from all Perils 
and Dangers, from the Aſſaults of 
evil Spirits and evil Men, and 
give us Grace to live Holily and 
in thy Fear, that ſo we may die 
happily and in thy Favour, and 
at laſt be received into thoſe 
Everlaſting Habitations of Reſt 
and Peace, of Joy and Glory, 
which thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe that love and ferve thee : 
And all this we beg for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake ; In whoſe 
moſt bleſſed Name and Words 
we conclude our imperfe& Pe. 
titions, ſaying, Our Father, &c. 
The Lord Bleſs us, and Keep 
us, the Lord lift up the Light 
of his Countenance upon us; and 
ive us Peace, both now and for 
ermore. Amen. 83 
E 4 DIRECTIONS 
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"DIRECTIONS tobe obſerved 
| on the Lords Day. 


: Z 5 HE Firſt Day of the Week, 
commonly called Sunday, or 
the Lord's Day, is to be obſerved 
by us as the Chriſtian Sabbath, in 
a due Remembrance of our Crea- 
tion and Redemprion. 
And God who has vouchſafed 
to us ſuch ſignal and ineſtima- 
ble Mercies, may juſtly chal- 


lenge a conſiderable Portion of- 


vu time to be ſpent in ſerving 
im. 

And in order to our better 
keeping of this ſolemn Day, let 
us remember to prepare our 
ſelves the Evening before its 
coming; and whenever we have 
Prayers in our Pariſh-Church, 
let us not fail to aſſemble our 
ſelves together to beg God's Bleſ- 
ng pon our intended Services 
in Religion the Day following, 
and to implore the Grace of his 
Spirit, to enable us to hallow and 
ſanQifie his Day the _— . | 


niſter: 


ing ar 
God; 
munic 
Qing 
Medi 
Work 
Pſalm 
Chriſ 
Doin 
Char 
Bodi. 


kan 
rin 


pu 
et v 


niſter and Neighbourhood, Read- 
God; Receiving the Holy Com- 


Meditating on the Word and 


Chriſtian Religious Offices, And 


here; through the Mercy of 
God you oy celebrate an Eter- 


Directim, &c, B81 
When the Day is come, let us 
riſe ſomewhat ſooner than ordina- 
ry, and retire into our Cloſets, and 
take the proper Duties into our 
ſerious Conſiderations ; whichare 
theſe that follow; Self- Examina- 
tion, ſecret Prayer with our ſelves 
in our Cloſets, Private with our 
Families, Publick with our Mi- 


ing and Hearing the Word of 


munion, Catechiſing and Inſtru- 
Qing Children and Servants ; 


Works of God; ſinging of 
Palms, converſing with good 
Chriſtians about holy things ; 
Doing Offices of Mercy and 
Charity to both the Souls and 
Bodies of Men ; Viſiting the Sick, 
piving Alms to the Needy, Mini- 
ring to the Impriſoned, Com- 
ſing Quarrels and Differences 


etwixt Neighbours, with other 


if you are thus careful in God's 
Service; and conſcientious in 
obſerving of à temporal Sabbath 


F | nal 


82 Direction &. f 
nal Sabbath in the higheſt Hes- 


Vens. 

They that take this Day only 
for a Day of Reſt, and Pleaſure, 
and Rejoycing, do moſt ſhame- 
fully break both Divine and Hu- 
"mane Laws. And many and 
memorable are the ſad Examples 
of God's direful Judgments up- 
on Sabbath-Breakers, as you may 
read in ſeveral Books, and par- 
ticularly in the Practice of Piety, 
p. 287. I intreat you then, for 
God's and Chriſt's ſake, nay for 
your own Soul's ſake, that you 
would remember to keep this 


Day holy in all reſpe&s, and 


that _ would by no means (if 
you be in Health and Ability) 
negle& the publick Service of 


God this Day. Eſpecially, loiter- 


ing at home careleſly, or pro- 
fanely frequenting Taverns, or 
Ale- houſes, in time of Divine 
Service. For your Soul's ſake, 
let thoſe of you that have been 
guilty of this crying Sin repent 
and amend it for the future. And 
being upon this Head, I muſt in- 
treat all thoſe that are Governours 
of Families, to take due — 
1 that 


that G 


and ſe 
Houſe 
bring 1 
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be 1d1i 
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and ſerved in their reſpective 
Houſes on this ſolemn Day, to 
bring their Children and Servants 
with them to the Houſe of God, 
and to be ſure never to let them 
be idle, or wander about. If you 
who have the Charge of Families 
upon you, will ftillnegle& to do 
your Duty herein, remember, 
and I fay it ought to be remem- 
bred by you, that your Children 
and Servants Guilt and Failures 
will lie at your Door. And woe 
be to thoſe wilful Sinners that 
know their Duty, and yet neg- 
lect to do it! 


A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


O Moſt holy and bleſſed Lord 
God, thou art the Creator 
of Angels and Men, thou art the 
Saviour of the World, and the 
Reſtorer of loſt Mankind; thou 
art the Great and Good, the Juſt 
and Pure, and only Wiſe God : 
thy Laws and Precepts are moſt 
Holy, . thy Promiſes moſt ſure 
and- immutable, thy Invitations 
moſt kind and endearing, 2 
£ 


—— — 


34 


great Goodneſs ; 
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thy Threatnings moſt ſad and 
terrible. | 
This to be uſed as [But as for me, 
Diſcretion ſerves. I am a moſt vile 
and deſpicable, a moſt unworthy 
Wretch and miſerable Sinner. I 
have offerided thee often, even 
daily and hourly : I have offen- 
ded thee heinouſly, by propha- 
ning thy moſt holy Name and 
Day ; by abuſing thy Goodneſs 
and lon7 Forbearance, and not 
of frequenting thine Ordinan- 
ces | 

I confeſs, O Lord, that J have 
finned in a moſt ſhameful man- 
ner, and that I have plunged my 
ſelf into a moſt deplorable Con- 


dition. And what can I look for 


but the very Dregs of thy Fury 
and Indignation to be poured out 
upon me? But O my good and 
moſt compeſſionate Father, make 
not my fintu} Carriage towards 
thee, the Rule of thy judicial 
Procedure with me. But have 
Mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
according to 
the Muititude of thy Mercies, do 
away mine Off. uces. Waſh me 
throughly from my Wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe 


f 
cleanſe 
knowle 
are eV 
Face jr 
my Mi 
niquiti 
ouſly. 
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upon 
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Men: 


for Sunday Morning. 85 
cleanſe me from my Sins. For 1 ac- 
knowledge my Faults, and my Sins 
are ever before me. O turn thy 
Face from my Sins, and blot out all 
my Miſdeeds : Take away mine J- 
niquitier, and receive me graci- 
ouſly. Remember not the Sins and 
Offences of my Youth, nor the 
out Provocations of my riper 

ears. Take off the Load of my 
original Corruptions. Charge not 
upon me my actual Tranſgreſ- 
ſions. Call me not to account 
either for my own, or other 
Mens Sins, of which I have been 
roo often a Partaker. But caſt 
them all into the Depths of the 
Sea, the boundleſs and bottom- 
leſs Sea of thy Mercy, that ſo 
they may never riſe up againſt 
me, or be imputed to me. 

Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reſt, is thine own Invite 
tation and Promiſe unto Sin- 
ners I deſire to come unto thee 
this Day, in the Uſe of thoſe ex- 
cellent Means and . Ordinances 
which thou haſt appointed to be 
inſtrumental to my Salvation, 
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IT acknowledge, with all due 
Thankfulneſs unto thee, that 
thou haſt given me fair and fre- 
quent Opportunities of waiting 
on Thee in thy Houſe, and of 
doing good to my poor Soul. 
But I remember with great Grief 
and Sorrow of Heart, that I have 
wretchedly ſlighted, negledted and 
turned my Back upon them Or 
if I have come, it hath been with 
that Weariſomneſs and Dulneſs, 
with that Coldneſs and Indifferen- 


cy towards thy Service, that I 


have received no Profit by thy 
holy Ordinances. O! that thou 
wouldeſt be pleaſed to awzken 
my Heart, rouſe up my Spirit. 
and compoſe my Thoughts, that 
this Day when I come into the 
Religious Aſſemblies of thy Peo- 
ple. Imay have my Mind and 
Faculties intent upon every part 
of thy Service, ſo as to pleaſe 
thee. 

Let thy Blefſed Spirit, O God, 
be preſent with me. and his 
Grace aſſiſt me in all thine hea- 
venly Ordinances, that I may 
duly exerciſe my ſe f in them, to 
thy Honour, and my own Im- 
Pravement. 
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provement. When I read thy 
ord, let me doit diſcerningly, 
that I may underſtand the Sciip- 
tures, and they may give Light 
and Underſtanding to me. When 

IT hear thy Word, let me do it 
with Meekneſs and Attention, 
and receive it with pure Affecti- 
on, and bring forth the Fruits of 
the Spirit, in my Life and Con- 
verſation. When I pray, let me 
do it with Humility, Faith, De- 
votion, Fervency, and Perſeve- 
rance, ſo calling upon the Name 
of the Lord, as that I may be 
ſaved : When I partake of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
ler me do it worthily, with Re. 
pentance, Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, and a due. Examination of 
my Life, before I preſume to eat 
of that Bread and drink of that 
Cup, When I faſt let me do it 
religiouſly, not to make a Noiſe, 
or to be ſeen of Men; but to afflitf 
my Soul, and humble my ſelf before 
God, to raiſe my Affettions, and 
28 my Devotions to him. 
hen I give Alms, let me do it 

with Cheerfalneſs and accordion 
to my Ability, with Secrecy an 

| Silence, 


n 
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Silence, wot ſceking the Praiſe of 
Men for my Reward, but looking 
up to God, to be rewarded by 
him. In all thoſe Services and 
good Employments which thou 
aſt called me to, or put upon 
me, let me uſe ſuch Faithfulneſs, 
Care and Diligence in the Per for- 
mance of them, as thou expect- 
eſt from me, and wilt crown with 
Acceptance, and a glorious Re- 
compence. That ſo thou mayeſt 
be glorified, and I edified by 
what I do, and may be able 
to ſay from happy Experience, 
That one Day in thy Courts is bet« 
ter than a thouſand elſewhere. 

Bleſs all Orders 'and Degrees 
of Men amongſt us, from the 
Higheſt to the Loweſt. Let thy 
particular Providence be mind- 
ful of, and merciful to our moſt 
Gracious King, the Royal Fa- 
mily, the Nobility, Magiſtracy 
and Gentry of theſe Realms. 
Give them all Wiſe, Upright, 
and Underſtanding Hearts, thac 
they may perceive thoſe things 
that tend to promote thy Ho- 
nour and Glory, the Good and 
Welfare of thy People, and the 

- | Comfort 


holdit 
fort 1 
Souls 
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Comfort of their own Souls at the 
dreadful Day of Judgmenr, when 
they ſhall give an Account of 
themſelves, and of their Stew- 
ardſhips, to thee their Sovereign 


Lord and Judge. Bleſs the Mini- 


ſters and Diſpenſers of thy Holy 


Word and Sacraments, with a 


due Senſe of the great Charge 
they have undertaken. Make 
them Men truly fearing thb, and 
holding it their greateſt Com- 
fort in this World to fave the 
Souls of others. Be merciful and 
gracious to all my Relations, 
Friends and Benefactors; to the 
Neighbourhood I am of, and to 
this Family wherein I live. Be 
good ro all thoſe who remember 
me in their Prayers, or who have 


commended themſelves to the 


Supplications of me thy unwor- 
thy Servant. Lord let the Light 


of thy Countenance ſhine upon 


them, and let 'the Comfort of 
thy Holy Spirit be with them, 
and grant that we may all of us, 


with one Heart, Mind and Soul, 


love and reverence, praiſe and 
glorifie thy Great and Holy 
Name. Attend to the Cries 3 | 
ay 
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thy affliged. Servants, whether WM Spiritu 
they be diſtemper'd in Mind, the bett 


Body or Eſtate. Give them 2 and 
right and ſanQtified Uſe of all © Ideſ 
their Troubles and AfﬀiQtions, FF thee fo 
and a ſpeed and happy Delive. Libert) 
range out of them. | . my Ser 

e in a more ſpecial manner Peace, 
with that Servant of thine, whom] for my 
thou haſt appointed to have the] the ce 
Paſtoral Care over us. Do thou my Fr 
teach him, O Lord, that he may my cc 
inſtru& thy People. And grant the H 
that thoſe Inſtructions which he | reſen 
ſhall this Day deliver to us, may for the 
not only ſound in our Ears, but Lord 
fink inro our Hearts and be- 2X dempt 
come the Savour of Life unto = means 
every one of our Souls. = Glory. 


And whilſt he continues in his watch 
Station amongſt us, make him 
vigilant and painful in the ſame, 
and endue him with Abilities | 
proper for his Function, and the 
worthy Diſcharge of all weighty 
Offices thereunto belonging. 
That ſo he may preach thy 
Word, and diſpenſe thine Ordi- 
nances, with Power and. Efficz- 
cy, and all chat dwell under his 
, ice 


* 
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Spiritual Care, may be much 
the better for his faithful Miniſtry. 

And as I pray unto thee, O God, 
ſo Ideſire leave to thank and praiſe 
thee for my Health, Wealth and 
Liberty; for the Continuance of 
my Senſes and Reaſon ; for my 
Peace, Plenty and Proſperity ; 
for my Food and Raiment ; for 
the comfortable Enjoyment of 
my Friends and Relations, for 
my continual Preſervation from 
the Hour of my Birth to this 
2 Hour; but above all, 
|; r the ineſtimable Love of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Re- 
# demption of the World, for the 
means of Grace, and hopes of 
Glory. I Bleſs thee for thy | 
watchful Providence over me | 
and mine the laſt Night, and 
for bringing us ſafely. to the be- 
ginning of this Day. Do thou | 
prote& us in it, and guide uns 
through it. And the Glorious Ma- 
jey of the Lord our God be upon 
ws, proſper thou the Work of our 
Hand: us, O per thou our 
handy Work. That fo whatev 
we ſhall think, or ſpeak, or do 
on this holy Day, which is con- 
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ſecrated to thy Service, may 
tend to thy Honour and our own 
and others Happineſs and Sal. 
vation. And all this I moſt hear. 
ily and humbly beg at thy 
Hands for . Chriſt's ſake, in 
-whoſe moit 'abſolute Form off 
Prayer I conclude my imperfedt 
Petitions, ſaying as he - himſelf 
hath taught me; Our Father which 
art in Heaven, &Cc. 

| Afterwards ſay, 
Thy Grace, O Lord Jeſus 


0 Chriſt; thy Love, Oo Heavenly 5 Tho 


Father; thy Comfort and Con- 


ſolation, ' O holy and bleſſed Spi- 
rit, be with me, and dwell in my 
Heart this Day, and for ever. 


more. Amen. | 
Having thus in private prepa- 
red your Soul, if you have the 
"Charge of à Family, call them 
all into ſome proper Room fot 
that purpoſe, and you may ſay 
the foregoing Prayer, if you do 
but change the ſingular Number 
into the Plural, and inſtead of 
1 Cc. ſay We, Us; and the 


- But remember ſo. to, dif) patch 
your private Exerciſes of Devo- 
593 tion, 
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may tion, as that you, and Four Fa- 


ownW mily may be at Church before 5 
Sal the Miniſter begins the Publick ; 


jest. Service. Your Private Prayers 
thy muſt at no time, by any means, 
„ in hinder your publick Devotions. 


1 off@lr is an ignorant piece of Pride 
fea for a Man to think his own 
nſell Private Prayers more effeQtual 
hich than the Publick Prayers of the 
whole Church. Pray remember, 
Pious Mr. He bert's Divine Verſe 


eſus© to this Purpoſe : 

eny . Private Prayer be @ brave 
on- Deſign, | 4] | 
Spi- Miet Publick have more Promiſes, | 
my more Love ; | 


2 Leave then thy Six and Seven, 
r pray with moſt, for where moſt 
pray, is Heaven. j 


PD. © 

bs ; As you go to Church, Medi- 
hem tate that you are now going to 
for! the Courts of the Lord, and to fl 
ey converſe with the great God by 
: do Prayer, and to hear his Majeſty 

ber ſpeak ro you by his Word, and 

of! to receive his Bleſſing on your 

the! Soul and Body, and the honeſt 

Labour of the Week following. 
teh Conſider alſo what an invalu- 


able Felicity it is for you to have 
theſe 
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theſe excelſent Opportunities of 
Religion afforded you to repent 
in, when others have beea cut 
off ſuddenly, and by an untime. 
Iy ſtroke of Death. | 

© Conſider again, that it will 
not be long before you be 
Called to give an Account how 
vou have ſpent. your precious 
time ; Whether you have ſerved 
God duly, and as you ought to 
have done. O how will you wiſh 
then that you had ſpent your 
time beiter, that every one of 
your Prayers to God had been a 


Thouſand, and that your whole Y 
time and pains had been laid out 1 


upon Religious Duties? 


You may conſider again, how 


happy you are to be in Health 


and Strength, and capable of | 


ſerving God, when your poor 
- Neighbour lies ſick on his Bed, 
and wants his Limbs, or his 
Senſes, and is not capable of uſing 
theſe bleſſed Opportunities. 

- Say then with thy ſelf by the 
way, with holy David, As the 
Hart brayeth for the Rivers of 4 a- 
ters, fo panteth my Soul after thee, 
O God: My" Soul thirfteth for God, 
| eben 


” ſhall } 
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Church, it is time to recollect 
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ven for the Living. God; When 
pal I come and appear before the 

| Preſence of God? For @ Day in his 

Courts is better than a Thouſand 

elſewhere, I had rather be a Door- 
keeper in the Houſe of My God, than 

tb awell in the Tabernacle of Wick- 
edncſs. Therefore I will come into 
thy © Houſe in the Multitude of thy 

Mercies, and in thy Fear will I 

worſhip towards thine holy Temple. 

When you come into the 
Church Yard, then . conſider, 
Here lies ſuch a dear Friend of 

mine. Time was when he was 

as healthtul as my ſelf, but now 
he is dead and gone, and I muſt 
ſhortly follow. This ſhould 
put into your Mind a great ma- 
ny Pious Thoughrs of your own 

Death, of Fudgment, and of Eter- 

nity, the conſequences of Death; 

and ſhould make you pray with 
the Pſalmiſt, Teach me, O Lord, to 
number my Days, and to apply my 

Heart unto Wiſdom. 

When you enter into the 


the Preacher's Advice, Eccleſ. 5. 
I, 2, Keep thy Foot when thou go- 
4 to the Houſe of God, and be 

more 
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more ready to hear, than 10 give 
the Sacrifice of Fools ; for they con- 

ider not that they do evil. 

Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and 


let not thine Heart be haſty to ut- | 


ter any thing before God; for God 

is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth, 

therefore let thy words be few. 
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At your firſt Entrance at the Church- 
door, make a little ſtand, and 
ſay one or more of theſe Senten- 
ces to your Self : | 


How fearful is this Place ! this 


ſurely the Lord is in this Place, 
God is among this People indeed. O 
dear Lord, I have loved the Habit a- 


tion of thy Houſe, and the Place 


where thine Honour dwelleth. One 
thing I have deſired of thee, that | 


will require, even that I may awel 


in thy Houſe all the Days of my Life, 
to behold thy Beauty, and to wiſit 
thy Temple. Therefore will I offer in 
thy Tabernacle Sacrifices of Joy. I 


will fing and praiſe the Lord. 


Hearken unto my Voice, O Lord, 


and 


is none other but the Houſe of 
God, this is the Gate of Heaven, 


\ bm 1 cy ; have Mercy upon ms, Wil 
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© and bear me; doubtleſs, Kindneſs 
= and Mercy ſhall follow me all the Days 
RT of my Life, and I ſhall remain à long 
= Seaſon in the Houſe of the Lord. 


* + As you go to your Pew, ſalute your 
od VNeigbbours and Friends with an 
h, 4 humble bowing of your Body, and 
ſay privately to your ſelf this or 
% | the lite ſbort Ejaculation. 
h. ] Pray God bleſs us all, and 
3 give us his kind Aſſiſtance in 
=— the weighty Buſineſs we are uns 


ler taking. 4 
In the Congregation will bleſs 
his and praiſe the Lord. O how 


«of © bleſſed are we that have ſuch ex- 
en, =Eellent Opportunities of —_ 
od? Glory be to thee, O Lord, 


for them. 
hen you come into your Seat, 

is Kneeling down ſay, 
Leſſed be thy holy Name, O 
Lord, for all the Means of 
race thou vouchſafeſt unto us, 
1 all the holy, excellent Op- 


viſt portunities of Religion thou haſt 


in fforded us, eſpecially thoſe which 

df is Day hath brought us. | 
rd. Let thy merciful Ears, 0 
ord, Ford, be open to the Prayers of ® 


y humble Servants, and that 
F we 
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we may obtain our Petitions, 
make us to ask ſuch things as 
ſhall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 

Open the Door of Utterance 
to thy Servant, who is chis Day 
ro miniſter ro us, that he may 
divide thy word aright, and di- 
tribute to every one their pro- 
per portion ; that he may ſpeak 
plainly and diſtinctly to all par- 
ticular Caſes; that without Fear 


or Flattery he may addreſs him. 


ſelf to every Man's Condition, 
and deliver the whole Counſel of 
God. 

Vouchfafe to be with him and 
aſſiſt him in his Labours, pardon 
his Defects, bleſs his Endeavours, 
and crown them with Succeſs. 

- Give thy Bleſſing, O Lord, to 
the whole Congregation open our 
Eyes Ibeſeech thee, that we may 
ſee the Excellencies of Religion. 
Give us an hearing Ear, a diſcern» 
ing Mind, an unprejudiced Un- 
derſtanding, and a retentive Me- 
mory, Qpen our Hearts, that we 
may carefully attend unto the 
things that are ſpoken, and that 

WH 
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we may humbly receive, and 
duly embrace them. 
And do thou ſo ſandtiſie us all, 
> that we may preſent our Petitions 
before thee with holy Hearts and 
">> awful Minds; and pardon, good 
God, all thoſe who come into the 
-- Congregation with leſs prepared 
= Heartsthan they ought. 
> Then riſing up, confider with 
"+ your ſelf the Ends of your coming 
> _* intothis Holy Place: Namely, to: 
' acknowledge your Sins before God, 
to render Thanks for the great Be- 
* nefits that we have received at his 
Hand, to ſet forth his meſt worthy 
* Praiſe, to hear his moſt holy Mord, 
> andio a thoſe things which are 
= = requiſite and neceſſary as well for 
the Body as the Soul. 
Having duly obſerved the forego- 
ing Directions, if ye have more time 
= to ſpare, before the Minifler begins 
= Divine Serwite, take your Bibles 
and read the Penitential Pſalms of 
= David, one or two or more of them, 
1 as time will permit, and you ſhall 
ud occaſion. They are the 6th, the 
# 23d, 38th, 511, 102d, 13oth, 


— 
| hes 
* 


E 
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When Prayer begins, lay aſide 
your own private Meditations, and 
let your Hearts join with the Mini- 
fer and the whole Congregation. 
Carry your ſelves with all poſſible 
Reverence. Do not talk or ſleep, 
or gaze about you, or lean, or ſit 
when you ought to ſtand, or ſtand 
when you are to kneel. But in every 
Action, both of Kneeling at all the 
Prayers, of Standing at the read- 
ing of the Pſalms, and repeating 
your Belief ; of Sitting when the 
Chapters are read, and ſuch 
indifferent Ceremonies ( for the 
avoiding of Scandal, the continuing 
of Love and Charity, and in Tiſti- 
mony of your Obedience) Conform 
your ſelf te the manner of the Church 
wherein you live. It is certain, that 
God's Service ought to be performed 
by us in a dccent orderly Poſture, 
and we are to attend to every part 
of the Worſhip in our Church. Aud 
every one of us. both Man and Child, 
ſhould ſay aloud Amen, and make 
all other Anſwers which belong to the 
People. Which Anſwers alſo are t0 
be made gently and pauſably, think- 


ing what we ſay, not in an hudling 


haſty Faſbion, gaping or ſcratching 


K 
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"Pa 


"# Heads, or ſpitting even in the 
os 1 mf of plan . 5 which is both 
* 0 cClonniſb and offenſive. k 
GS bh There are two or three parti» 
7 > cular Indecencies which I find 
ay ” our Country People to be gene- 
"Tb rally guilty of. The one is, ſay- 

& © ing the Alſelution alond after the 
= * Prieſt, as if they could abſolve 
=9%4 ; themſelves ; which Abſolution our 
E "Church has enjoyned to be pro- 
_ nounc'd by the Prieſt alone. 

i IT be ſecond, is, repeating any 
et of the other Prayers with an au- 
«b WH ible Voice, except the Lord's 
* Prayer, and R:ſponſes, which give 
0s great Diſturbance to both Ant- 
aa ſter and People in their Devoti- 
mM Wn 

„ A third, is, Sitting all the 
Ear while that the moſt Divine and 
wg > Heavenly Pſalms are reading. 
= þ This is a moſt unmannerly Pra- 
ar 


> Rice and inexcuſable in all Per- 
tos ſons, except the Aged and Sick- 
1 * iy ly, whoſe Knees are weak and 
feeble. - Shall we give the Knee 
to a temporal Prince, when we 
ask a ſmall Courteſie of him, and 
ſhall we refuſe to ſtand when 
We give Thanks and Praiſe to 
F 3 God 
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God for his Mercies towards us? 


in the Courts 
of the Lord's Houſe. And in the 
2d Book of Chron. 7 6. All Iſrael 
STOOD when the Prieſts and 
Levites praiſed the Lord. Let 
us Stand then in the Courts of 
the Lord's Houſe, when we either 
read or ſing Pſalms of Praiſe unto 
him. 

A fourth particular, is, when 
the Miniſter proceeds. to the 
Communion-Service, after he 
has ſaid the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Collect following, (the Prief 
ſtanding all the while, as the 
Church enjoyns) when he be- 
gins to rehearſe the Ten Com- 
mandments, the people accuſtom 
themſelves to riſe up, when they 
are expreſly charged to be till 
kneeling. And is it not fit that 
they ſhould continue kneeling, 
when they are praying to God to 
have Mercy upon them for the 
Tranſgreſſions of his Laws for the 
time paſt, and begging his Grace 

| to 


to enable them to keep them bet- 
ter the time to come. 

A fifth and laſt Indecency, F 
cannot but take notice of in our 
Country Churches, is, Sitting 
while the Goſpel is read, and 
taking down our Hats, and ruſh- 
ing out of Church before the 
Bleſſing is pronounced. Theſe 
few Particulars, I have mention'd, 
ought to be amended by us, in 
due Comformity to our excellent 
Church, in due Reſpec to our 
moſt admirable Liturgy, and to 
one another, that ſo al things 
may be done to edifying, .@nd we 
may give no Offence to any, that 
the Miniſtry of our Church be not 
blamed. | 

When the Prayers of the Church 
are ended, Pl down on your 
Knees, and ſay this ſhort Collect. 

Lord,pardon the Wandrings 

and Coldneſs of theſe our 
Petitions, and deal with us not 
according either to our Prayers 
or Deſerts, but according to our 
Needs,and thine ownrichMercies 
in Jeſus Chriſt : In whoſe moſt 
bleſſed Name and Words I con- 
clude my e Prayers, ſay- 


Indecenties in the Church. 103 


ing, 


| 
| 
| 
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ing, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, &c. 

When the Miniſter goes into the 
Pulpit, confider that Sermons arg 
dangerous things, and none goes out 
of the Church as he came in, but 
either better or worſe, and that the 
Word of God ſhall judge and try us. 
Take all imaginable heed then, 
how you hear the Mra of God 
Preached. One eſpecial Help to 
quicken your Attention, and to keep 
you from wandring Thoughts, is to 
Fix your Eyes upon the Preacher. 
The Eyes of all that are in the Sy- 
nagogue are ſaid to be faſtened on 
Chri while he preached : And all 
the People are ſaid to hang upon 
bim when they heard him. 

Another good Expedient to make 
you attentive, is, to write down the 
Heads and other remarkable Paſſa- 
ges of the Sermon, and turn down 
the ſeveral Proofs in your Bible : 
For hereby you will come acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, and you 
will be able to refreſh and help your 
Memories, and happily retrieve 
#hoſe Paſſages in the Preachers 
Diſcourſe which otherwiſe would be 


forgot or loſt, 


Belides 


1 SS + 7% p ” 
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4 | "Beſides, when you return home you \ 


J will have leiſure to look over thoſe | 
hl, 3 Proofs; and call the main Heads of 
the Sermon to mind, and by this ge \ 

* may be able to communicate them te 
others, and ſo thoſe of the Family may 


a 4 be ed:ficd,who were abſent fromChurch. 
0. BET LE OH OE TIS 
”, | When Sermon is ended, kneel down 
4 while theBleſſing is pronouncing, and 
to | afterward: ſay this ſhort Prayer. 

p | ET theIntercourſe, OBleſſed 
0 VF ; Gcd, we have had with thee 
Fe - i at this time in thine Holy Ordi- 
- Þ* nances be attended with thy Di- 
vine and Efficatious Blefling ; that 
I | fo what we have done, may bring 
2 2 Glory to thee, and be matter of 


Comfort and Spiritual Advantage 


4 +: to our ſelves. 

e Fs Or this, 

. p Nſwer, O God, the Prayers - 
1 70 that we have made; accept 
5 the Praiſes that we have offer d, 
4 in. and let what we have read and 

s | heard of thy Will, and our own 
„ 4 Duty, be duly remembred, and 
| pioufly practiſed by us, that we 


being not careleſs Peruſers, and 
forgetful Hearers, but conſcien- 
F 5 tious 
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Word, may be bleſſed in our Deed. 
And together with ours let all 
the Devotions and Services of 
thy People which they have per- 
formed, be approved of thee, 
and made inſtrumental to their 
proper ends; even to the Ho. 
nour of thy Name, and the Ad- 
vancement of thy Kingdom, in 
promoting of unfeigned Faich 
and Righteouſneſs, - 
And Grant I beſeech thee that 
we and all others who now wor. 
ſhip thee in thy militant Church, 
-may in time be exalted to the 
general Aſſembly of Trium- 
_ Spirits ; to celebrate that 
 facred and delightful Sabbath of 
Peace and Joy which ſhall be 
kept in the Kingdom of our Lord 
for ever. \ 


Our Fathiy which art in Hoa» 
ven, &c. 


tious Obſervers and Doers of thy 7 bd 


I/ 


4 g of that Holy Ordinaace- It 
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F it be a Communion Day, draw 
near to the Lord's Table in the Weds 
ding Garment of a faithful, thankful, 
penitent and charitable Heart, to be 
a worthy Partaker of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. 


Concerning the Sacrament. 


T Ec me intreat all choſe that 
are of competent Years and 
nderſtanding, that have not re- 
ceived the Holy Communion, to 


live no longer in the wilful Neg- 


et and Breach of this known 


Duty and Commandment of their 


Saviour, of Doing this in remem- 
$rance of him. I have ſaid nothing 


- 


2 in regard to Prepara- 
ton, but do only deſire them to 


xead over at their leiſure, with 
good deliberation, the Doctrine 


of the holy Sacrament in our 
"Church Catechiſm, as alſo the whole 


Order of the Adminiſtration of it, 
in the Communion Office; by 


which may be learnt, in a ſuffici- 
ent meaſure, whar is needful both 


our Preparation for, and partake. 


would. 
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would indeed have been uſeleſs to 
have ſaid much in relation to this 
* For if we ſeriouſly conſi- 
er and duly practiſe the forego- 
ing Inſtructions concerning Daily 
Self. Examination, we cannot but be 
ready to receive at any time. He 
that daily examines and calls him- 
ſelf to a particular Account for 
the Sins of his Life, muſt be al- 
ways preparing in the conſtant 
courſe of Holineſs, and a holy 
Life is the beſt Preparation to a 
worthy receiving of the Holy 
Communion. . 
A Prayer to be ſaid at your firſt 
kneeling down at the Communi- 
#n Table, which may be uſed al- 
ſo FA a Family er any private 
Perſon at any time in the Week 
before the Communion, after no- 
tice given by the Miniſter. 
CITE racious and bountiful 
8 Lord God ! thou openeſt 
thy Hand and filleſt all things liv- 
ing with Plenty. But for U thou 
haſt provided the Food of Angels, 
and haſt invited us to an holy and 
moſt heavenly Feaſt, at thine own 
Table. Lord, fince thou haſt pre- 
arecd ſo tich a Banquet, and gra- 
c ciouſiy 


* 
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cĩouſly called us to partake there - 
of; endue us with Appetites ſuit- 
able to its Excellency. That fo 
we may not ſinfully turn our Backs 
upon it ; nor out of meer cuſtom, 
go and eat of thy Supper; but 
with ſuch a ſweet and heart 
choice and deſire, and with ſuc 
noble and divine diſpoſition of 
Soul; as may qualifie us for a li- 
beral participation of all thoſe Be- 
nefits, which it was ordained to 
convey unto worthy Receivers. 

Help us, O God, to repent us 
truly of our former Sins; and 
ſtedfaſtly to purpoſe to lead a new 
Life. Fill us with a lively Faith 
in thy Mercy thro' Chriſt : with 
a thankful remembrance of his 
Death: and with a perfect Cha- 
rity to all Men. That ſo as many 
of us as repair to thy moſt ſacred 
Ordinance, may ſpiritually eat the 
Fleſh of thy Son, and drink his 
Blood; to the effeQual ſtrength - 
ening and refreſhing of our Souls. 

'Let our Souls be ſo ſtrengthen- 
ed thereby, as that the bearing of 
Afflictions, the reſiſting of Tem- 
ptations, the ſuffering of Perſe. | 
cutions, (if they -befal us) and 
2 doing 
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deing all Duties belonging to 


that excellent Religion we pro- cial 
feſs; may be very eaſie to us. moſ 
And let them find ſuch Bleſſed am 


Refreſhments there, as may melt 
them into a powerful Love to 
thee ; and into ſuch holy De- 
fires and Heavenly longings af- 
ter thy Majeſty, as may never 
ceaſe or be ſatisfied, till from 
feeding at thy myſterious Table, 
we be caken up to feaſt for ever 
and ever in thy eternal King- 
dom. Hear us, O Lord, and-gra- 
ciouſly anſwer us; even for thine 
own Promiſe ſake, and for thy 
dear Son our Saviour's ſake; who 
has commanded us to pray in 
his Name, and has taught us to 
pray in theſe Words, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. 


When the Pri:ft begins to read. the 
Sentences of Scriptures. wherein 
God commands you to be charita- 

Ble, and the Perſons that gather 
the Offerings come to receive yours, 

wien you make your Oblation, 
fay thus, 

Ccept this my poor Mite, O 

Bleſſe d God, in eee 


FA 
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Son, and vouchſafe me thy fpe- 
cial Aſſiſtance at this time in the 
moſt weighty and ſolemn Duty I 
am undertaking. 


Then you are to join in the excel= 
lent Prayer for the whole State of 
Chrift's Church Militant here on 
Earth, and to keep your Mind from 
wandring, and your Thoughts more 
fixed upon the Duty, pray read the 
Prayer with a low Voice along with 
the Prieſt, as alſo the Exhortation, 
thinking of every Sentence you read. 


When the Prieſt ſays to them that re- 
ceive the holy Communion, Y ou that 
do truly, &c. ſay to your ſelf: 


BY the Grace of Almighty 
| God, I do truly and earneſt- 


ly repent me of all my Sins, and 
am in Love and Charity with 
my Neighbours ; and by his 
Grace and Mercy, I fully intend 
to lead a new Life, followin 
the Commandments of God, an 
walking from henceforth; in his 
Holy Ways: and defire to draw 
near with Faith, and to take the 
Holy Sacrament to my Com- 
OE : | for b. 
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fort, and to make my humble 


Canfeſſion to Almighty God, 
meekly kneeling upon my Knees. 


The General Confeſſion to be ſaid by 
the People with the Miniſter. 


| Ager G O D, Father, 
N Oc. 


Then follows the Abſolution to bt 
pronounced by the Prieſt alone. 
Afterwards ſay in your Heart. 
- > OOQD Tord, let this Pardon 
| pronounced by thy Mini- 
ſter, fall upon my Soul, and Seal 
unto me the Forgiveneſs of all 
my Sins. SES 
Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay, 
E A R what eomfortable 
words, £*c. 
After theſe Sentzuces, which are to 
- Excite © our Devotion, are read, 
When the Prieſt kneeling down at 
the Lord's Table ſays, in the 
Name of all them that ſhall re- 
ceive the Communion, | 
| WE do not preſume to come 
| to this thy Table, O Mer- 
: Ciful Lord, &c. 1 3 | 
Be ſure to join very devoutly with 
| © bim in that excellent Prayer. 


8 — . 
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While the Prieft is preparing the 
Bread and Wine, that he may 
with the more Readineſs and De- 
cency conſecrate them, ſay thus: 

ORD, pardon all my Sins, 
ſtrengthen me with the Gra- 

ces of thy Holy Spirit, waſh a- 

way mine Offences, and I ſhall 

be whirer than Snow, Let the 
cheerful Beams of thy Counte- 
nance ſhine upon me. Send down 
ſtore of thy Heavenly Conſola- 
tions into me, and ſweeten my 
Soul with the Delight of God, 
and give me true Peace of Con- 
ſcience, that my Heart may be 
no longer troubled. As weak 
and inſufficient as I am in my 
ſelf, through the Grace of God 
ſtrengthening me, I can do all 
things. I moſt humbly preſent 
my Soul and Body as an intire 
living Sacrifice ro thy Majeſty, 

O make it an Holy, that it may 

be an Acceptable one. O do 

thou create in me, and in all thy 
ſinful People, new and contrite 

Hearts, that we worthily lamen- 

ting our Sins, and acknowledg- 

ing our wretchedneſa, may forth 


wich turn from them, and f 
thy 


* 


WW” —— 12 — 
* bu * 


114 Prayers and Meditation, 


thy Mercy, obtain Forgiveneſs of 
the ſame. Amen. 

When the Prieſt begins the Pray. 
er of Conſecration, and you ſee bim 
breaking the Bread and pouring out 
the Wine, then meditate how Chrift'; 
Body was broken, and his Blood ſhed 
wpon the Croſs for us miſerable Sin- 
ners. Let the ſight of this and the 
Contemplation of your Saviour g Sf. 
ferings, imbitter you ' againſt the 
whole Body of Sin, which coft your 
Saviour nothing leſs than his dear 
and precious Life. 

While the Prieſt is Receiving the 
Communion in both kinds him- 
ſelf, pray thus : 

Rant I beſeech thee, Merci- 

ful Lord,to thy faichful Ser- 
vant, -our Miniſter, Pardon and 
Peace, that he may be cleanſed 
from all his Sins, and ſerve thee 
with a cheerful Heart and quiet 
Mind through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 

Lord, I pray thee, that thy 
Grace may always prevent and 
follow him, and make him con- 
tinually to be given to all good 
Works, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen» _ 0 
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O Almighty and Everlaſting 
God, give unto him, and me, 
and all of us, who deſire to be 
worthy Partakers of theſe Holy 
Myſteries, the Increaſe of Faith, 
Hope and Charity; and that 
we may obtain that which thou 
doſt promiſe ; make us to love 
that which thou doſt command, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
Whilſt others areq ammunicating 
pray earnefily with the Prieſt for 
them, in that Prayer which he 
uſeth when he adelivereth the 
Bread to them, with this little 
Alteration. X 
T HE Body of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt which was given for 
thee, preſerve thy Body and thy 
Soul unto Everlaſting Life. God 
grant that thou may'ſt take and 
eat it worthily, in remembrance 
that Chriſt died for thee ; and 
feed on him in thy Heart by 
Faith, with Thankſgiving. 
So when he delivers the Cup, 


Pray: | 
HE Blood of our Lord Jeſus 
. Chriſt, which was ſhed for 
thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul 
unto everlaſting Life. God * 
4 r 
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that thou mayſt drink this in 
a faithful Remembrance that 
Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for thee, 
and be thankful. Amen. 
When the Prieſt gives you the 
Bread, pray thus : 
B thy Crucified Body, deli. 
ver me from the Body of 
Sin, and the Body of Death, 
Thou haſt ſaid, that he that 
eateth thy Fleſh, and drinketh 
thy Blood, hath Eternal Life. 
Be it unto me thy unworthy Ser- 
_ Lord, according to thy 
ord. 
When the Prieſt delivers to you the 
* Cup, pray thus : 
3 — thisBlood of thine purge 
| my Conſcience from dead 
Works to ſerve the Living God: 
I will take the Cup of Salvation, 
and call upon the Name of the 
Lord. 
Immediately after receiving, 
Har hall I render unto the 
| Lord for all the Benefits 
he hath done unto me; Biefſed 
and for ever Bleſſed be the Lord's 
Holy Name for rhis, and all his 
Meccies conferr'd upon me. 
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I bleſs thee, O God, for my 
Creation, Preſervation, and all 
the Bleſſings of this Life, but 
above all, for thine ineſtimable 
Love in the Redemption of the 
World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the means of Grace, and for 
the hopes of Glory, And I be- 
ſeech thee, give both me, and all 
this Congregation, that due ſenſe 
of all thy Merties, that our 
Hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful, and that we may ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, not-only with 
our Lips, but in our Lives, by 
giving up our ſelves to thy Ser- 
vice, and by walking before thee 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
all our Days, tho' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, World with» 
out end, Amen. 

Whilſt others are receiving, Me- 
ditate en the wonderful Love of 
Ced to Mankind, in ſending his 
only begotten Son into the World, to 
ſuffer, and to die for Sinners. Reflef# 
upon your Sins, which cauſed the Son 
F Cod to endure ſuch unſpeakable 
Torments, Conſider what Engagements 
70 


ho 
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you have now laid upon your ſelf, 10 
lead a more ſerious and holy Life than 
you have formerly done. Reſolve to 
keep your Heart and Thoughts with 
all Diligence, and not to [uffer your 
ſelf to be drawn aſide from the Ser- 
vice of God, either by the flattering 
Temptations of the World, the de. 
luding Pleaſures of the Fleſh, or 


the cunning Snares and Devices of 


the Devil. 

To this end you may pray thus, 
12 D, pity my Soul, and par- 

don my Sins, ſtrengthen my 

Graces, and aſſure me of thy 
Favour: Let me always pleaſe 
thee in religious Duties, and ne- 
ver offend thee more by any 
Miſcarriages. Amen. 

O inake me vigilant and cir- 


cumſpect in my Life, that ſo m 


Death may be ſafe and bleſſed, 
and a ſweet and happy Paſſa ge 
to thy ſelf Amen. | 

When all have received, and the 
Prieſt returns to the Lord's Table. 
if there be a Pſalm ſung, be ſure 
to join in it» Praiſe God as well 
as you are able, tho you have not 


. # good Voice nor refined Underſtand- 


ing. 
| When 


* o 
1 
Pee 
tition. 
70 and. 
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* When the Pricft ſays the Lord's 
== Prayer, repeat after him every Pe- 
WT :ition. Note, That this Prayer 
= aud the Belief, is always to be re- 
= peated with an audible, yet humble 
= Yoice by the People after the Miniſter. 

When the Prieſt pronounceth the 


6 
Un % © 


REBI:ſmg, receive it with great Humi- 


lin, and ſay ſoftly to your ſelf: _ 
348 Rant, O Lord, that this 
2 Bleſſing pronounced by thy 
la wful Miniſter, may reſt upon 
ond continue with me for ever- 
more. Amen. 
Nov in all Tribulation and 
Anguiſh of Spirit; in all Danger 
both of Soul and Body; in Proſ- 
We 3 and Adverſity; in the 
Hour of Death and in the Day of 
Judgment; both now and ever- 
more, Holy and moſt mercifulSa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, have Mercy up- 
on us, ſave and deliver us, and all 
faithful People, Amen, Amen. 
== Then riſing up, depart in peace, 
== with a glad Heart, and a cheerful 
= Countenance. 
At your return home, conſider what 
Vows you have made to become 
new Creature, and earneſtly beſeech 
Almighty God to imprint them in 
2 | your 


5 
+ 
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your M:mory and to enable ut, 


lead a pure and holy Life. 
ET a Watch, O Lord, before 
my Mouth, and keep the 
Door of my Lips. 


O turn away mine Eyes, leaſt 


they behold Vanity. 


O let not mine Heart be in. 


clined to any evil thing ; I have } 
ſworn, and am ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſed to keep thy righteous Judg- 
ments. | 

Order my Steps in thy Way, 
and ſo ſhall no Wickedneſs have 
dominion over me. 

When you are come home, retire 
into your Chamber or Cloſet, or 
ſome private Place, and then re- 
colleF and call ro mind what hath 
been diſcourſed to you from the Pul- 
pit, and endeavour to fix it in your 
Memories againſt the time to come, 


. uſe the beſt Methods to ſtrengt hen 


and ſupport your Memory. 

And in order to the better re- 
membring of Sermons, it is advi- 
ſable that you acccuſtom your ſelves to 
Holy Conference with others about 
what you have heard. 

Be often ſpeaking concerning the 
things of God which you have been 

| gn era 


r; 


fore 
the 


eaſt 


in- 
la ve 
Jur- 
dg- 


Vay, 
have 


et ire 
„or 
re- 
hath 
Pul- 
your 
0MMey 
then 


re- 
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entertained with by the Miniftir, 
that hereby you may fix them in your 
Minds and Memories, in your 
Hearts and Conſciences, and conjee 
quently make them uſeful and bene» 
cial to you in your whole Life. 

To which end it will be very uſe- 


42 and edifying if ſome one Perſon 


n family took Notes of the Ser- 
won, that are preached. If in 
"The Weſtminſter-Hall and ot her Courts 
af Judicature it is uſual with thoſe 
at ſtudy the Law, to write down 
be principal things at @ Trial, to 
orte what the Council and. what the 
ages, ſay, I ſhould think it as 
Jaudable for ſome to be employed in 
bing Notes of what is ſaid by the 
Preacher, unliſ. you can prove that 
bat they ſay is of leſ Import ance 
ban what is ſaid by the others. 


WS 000 2025052222725 


Prayer for Sunday- Noon, when 
there is convenient Opportunity 
to retire. | 


Adore thee, moſt Glorious and 
Everlaſting God, for all thy 
ercies conferred upon me; for 

G every 


— p : T 8 * 
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every Aſſiſtance in my Duty 
which thou haſt been pleaſed to 
afford me; eſpecially for that of 
this Morning. O let thy Bleſ. 
fing turn what I have done to 
thine Honour, and my own pre. 
tent and eternal Benefit. And diſap 
now as for me, O Lord, give a 
me leave to ſay, that Iam thine, 
For thine I deſire to be wholly, 
and thine I deſire to be only, and in 
moſt earneſtly I beg, that I may fi 
be always thine. I was given to 
thee long ago, and this Morn. 
4-This to 1g I have [ + In re. 
Be ſaid when ceiving the Holy S. ect 
vai have been crament] ratified and nd 
— Commu- renewed what then hic! 
= was done by devo Hear 
ng ay ſelf to thee again. my R 
And here again I humbly pre- over 
ſent my Soul and Body, 5 a1 his! 
entire living Sacrifice to thy i 
Majeſty; O make it an Holy, 
that it may be an acceptable one. a 
And then I beſeech thee, 0 
deareſt God, be thou mine, b 
thou mine, O be thou mine for 
ever and ever. Thou art the 
Rock in which I truſt; thou t- 
the Refuge to which I fly: 4 
. 1 ne 
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never leave me nor forſake me. 


d to My Heart is fixed on thee, my 
t of Soul gaſpeth after thee. Her 
leſ. i longing eager Deſires are to- 
e towards thee : O let them never 
pre · ¶ be unfatisfied, let them never be 
And diſappointed. Abſolve me from 
vive all my Sins. Aſſure me of the 
ine, Pardon of them, at what times, 
oy, yr in what Inſtances ſoet et com- 


and nitted: Whether in vain or tri- 
may ling Thoughts, idle and unpro- 
n to . fitable Words, diſſolute and pre- 


or. ſumptuous Actions. Pity mine 


1 16: iafirmities, Pardon mine Imper- 
y 5 Qtions : Grant me thy Love, 
1:nd nd fill me with thy Graces, 
then which may fit me for thy Glory. 


Hear my Prayers, and grant me 
my Requeſts. Bleſs, preſerve and 
govern me the remaining part of 
his Day, direct and aſſiſt me as 
Hong as I live; and when 1 die, 
Fake me, O God, and Father, to 
hy ſelf, where thou knoweſt T 
would fain be for ever. And all 
for the ſake of my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with thy ſelf 
ind ever Bleſſed Spirit, Three 
moſt Divine Adorable Perſons, 
and one 1 Glorious an 

* bo 
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without end. Amen. i 
A Prayer after Dinner, before th 


the Afternoon · 1 
Bleſſed God, I am now g- 


Prayer, where thine Honour d wel. 
eth; over-awe me with a Senſe 
of thy dreadful Preſence, that! 
may pray with Underſtanding, and 
like a Perſon concerned abo 


cannot be uttered. Let thy Word 


fully and willingly ſubmit to the? 
Yoke of the Lord Jeſus. Afil XR 


tions, let thy good Spirit diret 
and order them to thy Glory. 
Make my Soul a Gainer by thele 
Spiritual Exerciſes, and let all the 
| Congregation feel the Power o 
thy Influences, that v 


with on 


through 


* 


moſt perfect God, be all Love, 1 
Honour, and Obedience, World 


beginning of Divine Service in 


ing again into thy Hoaſe 5588 


the Bleſſings I ſhall pray for. Fi 
my Thoughts and my Aﬀeti 


ons on thee ; and teach me ä 
make Interceſſions with Groans wid 


be ſweet to me; and give me 
tractable Spirit, that may cheer 


me in all my Duties and Devo- 4 10 


Heart and one Voice, we may glo- 


rifie God in the Day of Viſicacion, ln 


d ! 
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Day, and eſpecially for the Be. 
nefic of thy Word and Ordinan- 
ces, the means of Grace, and the 
Opportunities of ſerving thee | 
this Day, or at any other time 
afforded: me. Pardon, O Lord, 
my many Failings and Imperfe. 
ions in the performance of the 
Duties of this Day. Impute not 
unto me my many ſinful Miſcat- 
7 therein, my Unprepared- 
neſs before, my Coldneſs in pray- 
ing, my want of Attention in 
hearing, my Heavineſs and Dead- 
neſs, my Drowſineſs and Dulneſs 
in all my Devotions. Take away 


' allthelniquitiesof my holy things, 


and receive me graciouſly. 
Make me mindful of thoſe 
rivate Exerciſes, whether Read- 
ing, Repeating, Confercing, Me- 
ditating or Praying, ware 
the publick may be more pr 
table to me and powerful in me. 
Let me not forget thoſe La- 


bouts of Love and Charitable 


Works for my Brethrens Good, | 


_ eſpecially thoſe which may fur · 


ther and promote the Salvation 
of their Souls. Bleſs, aſſiſt, and 
preſerve me the remaining per 
1 1 0 
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of this Day, that all my Thoughts 
Words and Works may be ſo or- 
dered in thy Fear, as that the 
Tendency and Bent of my Life 
and Converſation may be to the 
Glory of thy Bleſſed Name, the 
G and Comfort of my. own 
Soul, and the Happineſs and Sal- 
vation of others in Jeſus Chrift, 
to whom with thee and thy holy 
Spirit be all Honour, Power and 
Glory now and for ever. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. ; 

If you are a Parent and Governour 
of a Family, call your Family toge- 
her and examine what they have 
learned in the Sermon. Commend 
them that do well, yet diſcourage 
not thoſe whoſe Memories or Capa- 
cities are weaker : But rather help 
| them, for their Wills and Minds 
may be as good. Turn to the Proofs 
# which the Preacher alledged; and 
rub thoſe good things over their 
Memories again. Then examine 
them in ſome part of the Church- 
Catechiſm, and let them read s 
Chapter out of The Whole Duty 
of Man, or @ Chapter out of my 
Collection of Practical Diſcour- 


les, &. | 
84 Meer. 


128 De vout Prayers 


Aſterwards ſing a Pſalm, and 
ſay the follewing Prayer: 
Holy Lord God Almighty, 
before whom all Knees do 
bend, and te whom all Creatures 
in Heaven and Earth do bow and 
_ obey; behold here poor impotent 
guilty Creatures, humbly pro. 
rate before thy Throne; Ado. 
ring thy Greatneſs, and admiring 
thy Goodneſs ; and deſiring no- 
thing more than faithfully to 
ſerve thee all the Days of our 
Lives: For thou only art Holy: 
Thou only art the Lord. And 
8 be to thee, O Lord moſt 
igh. 

Praiſed be thy Name, O Lord, 
from the riſing up of the Sun, to 
the going down of the ſame. 
Thou art our God, and we will 
thank thee : Thou art our God, 
and we will praiſe thee. Bleſſed 
be thy Name that thou haſt 
made us rational Creatures ; ca- 

able to know thee, and capa- 
ble to enjoy thee. | 

But ever bleſſed be thy Name 
that we are Chriſtians ; that we 
were dedicated to thee in — 
tifm, and have ſince been made 

, | Partakers 
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Partakers of all thoſe Spiritual 
Helps, which might aid and 
aſſiſt us to perform that Vow we 
then made to thee. 

And ſince our Hearts are too 


apt to be overcharged with the 


ares of this Life ; praiſed be 
thy Name that thou haſt com- 
manded us to ſer apatt one Day 
in ſeven ; to lay aſide all World- 
ly Thoughts and Buſineſs; to 
conſider -Erernity, and to take 
yy — N e We thank 
thee for the happy Opportunity 
thou haſt N this Day of 


aſſembling our ſelves in thy 


Houſe Give a gracious Anſwer 
to thoſe Petitions which have 
been put up in behalf of thy Peo- 
ple. And grant that thoſe Iaſtru- 
tions which have been given us, 
may have a good effect upon us! 
That they may Influence our 
Lives that we may ſome way or 
other be the better for them. 
That fo, being not only Hear 
ers but Doers of thy Word, we may 
be Bleſſed in our Deed. | 

And we deſire, thou knoweſt, 
the good of all Mankind as well 
as of our (elves. Particularly we 

* G 5 implore 
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implore thy Mercies towards 
theſe Kingdoms wherein we live. 
Lord, ſave and defend the KING, 
and eſtabliſh his Throne in Righ- 
teouſneſs : That we may ſee 
many happy Days under his Go- 
vernment. Bleſs all Orders of 
Men amongſt us both in Church 
and State. That every one of 
them may uprightly and zealouſ- 
ly do their Duty; to the Mainte- 
nance of thy tiue Religion, and 


the Peace and Welfare of theſe Al 
Nations. Bleſs all our Friends and You 1 
kind Relations. Thoſe that have * 
done us any good, Lord, reward our 
them ; thoſe that have done or * 
wiſht us any evil, Father, forgive wy } 
them: Let thy Bleſſings reſt up- W 
on this Family and Neighbour- Se 
hood, and all that belong unto ben 
us, the remaining part of this 8 
Day, and the Night and Week 22 f 
following. Preſerve us from 744 


Fire and Robbery, and from all 
other ſad and evil Accidents. 
Grant us moderate and refreſh- 
ing Sleep, ſuch as may fir-us for 
thy Service. 'And, Lord, make us 
exec mindful of that time when 
we ſhall lie dowa in the Pan; 


89 * 
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and becauſe we know neither the 


Day nor the Hour of our Maſter's 
coming, grant us Grace that we 
may never live in ſuch a State, as 
we ſhall fear to die in; but that 
whether we live we may live un- 
to the Lord, or whether we die we 
may die unto the Lord, ſo that li- 
ving and dying we may be thine, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Our Father which art, &c. _ 
After theſe Duties, are done, 
you may take a walk into the 
Fields or Gardens, or if any Neigh- 
bour be ſick or in heavineſs go to 
viſit him. If any be at variance 
do your diligence to reconcile: 
him, and heal the difference. 
Works of Piety, Works of Cha- 
rity, and Works of Neceſſity may 
be done on the Lord's Day. 
0 50» f 50> FO» 56> 5 FO 50> 50> FO > FO 
When the time of reſt approacheth, 
having retired and obſerved the 
foregoing Diretions, ſhut up the 
whole Day with this ſhort Prayer 
- 1 5 | p : 
A Frivate Prayer for Sunday: Night. 
OST Holy and Ri 3 
Lord our God, I humbly 


and. heartily thank thee for thy- 
| _ Care” 
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Care over me the . paſt, and 
for thine Aſſiſtance of me in all 
my Religious Performances : I 
intreat thee, O Lord, for thy 
favourable Acceprance of them, 
together with the Pardon of my 
manifold ImperfeQions. 

Defend me this Night by th 
Mighty Providence: As thou ha 
been about my Paths, ſo now be 
about my Bed. And thou who gi- 
veſt reſt and ſleep, refreſh me with 
ſuch competent Meaſures thereof, 
as may fit me for my Buſineſs and 
Calling the Day following. 4 

I beſeech thee for thy Mercies 
upon all Mankind : eſpecially, 
O Lord, upon thy Catholick 
Church ; Particularly on that part 
of it planted in this Nation. De- 


liver it {till as thou haſt wonder- 


fully done; and let none that 


bear evil will to our Sion, have 


cauſe to rejoyce or triumph over 
it, O Lord our defence. 

Make our KING, and our 
Princes, and all ths Royal Fami- 
ly ; our Nobility and our Clergy; 
our Judges and our Magiſtrates; 
our Gentry and all the Inhabt- 
tants of the Land, ſuch as thou 

| wouldeſt 
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wouldeſt have them; faithful in 
their Places, Zealous in their 
Duties, and 9 of thy 
Majeſty. Com 

in this Earthly State, are in 


any Tibulation, [* eſpecially ] 


Sancti ie their Mi- 
ſeries, O Lord, 2 * 
while they laſt, and defire your Pray- 
let their Patience . 2 
in them be crowned with a ſea- 
ſonable and ſafe Deliverance out 
of them. | 

Let thy Bleſſing reſt upon all 
my * Relations and | 


Friends, Neigh- i 
boursandAcquain= deareſi to you. | 


tance ; and if any | 
are or would be my Enemies, 
Lord, forgive them, and turn 
their Hearts. N 
Let us ſleep this Night in 
the Arms of thy Providence, and 
riſe the next Morning in the 
Strength of thy Power to ſerve 
thee in our reſpective Callings ; 
and all for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, in 
whoſe words I beſeech thee to 
hear me. Wo”: 


Our Father which arr in Hea- | 
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DIRECTIONS for the 
1 Sick. £ 


Henever you begin to be ſich, 
remember that this is God Me 
= ſenger to warn you to Repent ance and 
ue Conſideration of, and Preparation 
for your latter end. Examine your paſt 
Life, and ſincerely ſearch and try 
your ways and turn unto the Lord. 
Set your Houſe in order, making 
your laft Will and Teſtament (if it 
be not already made) Diſpoſe of all 
your Eſtate and worldly concerns, 
and devote the reſidue of your Life 
wholly to Acts of Repentance, Con- 
erition, Reſignation of your ſelf to 
God, and devout and ſerious Medi. 
tations on things above. 

Neglect not 10 ſend for your own Pa- 
riſh- Miniſter, who is entruſted with 
the Charge and Care of your Soul, 
and conſult with him about its E- 
Pate. Confeſs all thoſe Sins to him 
that are extraordinary, and burthen 
your Conſcience, that ſo he may be 
able, not only to ſpeak to you, and to 
pray over you in a general way, but 


in {uch. age and proper terms as 


reer 


De vont Prayers, &c. 137 
may come up, and be ſuitable t 
your reſpeFive Needs and Exigen- 
cies: I ſay no more under this Head; 
but refer you to a'Book I have lately 
publiſhed, viz. The Devout Chri- 
ſtian's Preparativeto'Death, writ- 
ten by ERASMUS, and Exgliſbed 
by me, wherein you may meet with 
excellent Directians how to behave 
your ſelf in time of Sickneſs ; and al. 
ſo pious and ſuitable Prayers to com- 
mend your ſelf to Almighty God. 
For want of that or other + 
Books, you may uſe that Excellent 
Book f David's, Pſalms, and the 
following Prayers. 1 426 8 


Prayers to be jon by @ Sick Perſon. 


Ae everlaſting God, 
Maker of Mankind, who doſt 
cortect thoſe whom thou doſt 
Love; and chaſtiſe every one 
whom thou doſt receive; I be- 
ſeech thee to have Mercy upon 
me thy «unworthy Servant, viſited 


with thine hand; and to 

that I: may take my Sichneff pa 

tiently, and recover my Bodily 

Health, if it be thy gracious 

Will, and whenſoever my Soul 
i * 


$4 
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ſhall depart from che Body, it 


may be pure and without ſpot 


preſented ' unto thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt 1 Amen. 


Hear my Complaint, O Lord, 
and grant me ſtrength to pour 
out my Prayer before thee; O 
God, I have ſinned, I have ſin- 
ned and done wickedly; I have 
all my Life run from one degree 
of Wickedneſs to another; I have 
wearied my ſelf, and might even 
have wearied thee my God by 
my crooked Wandrings in the 

Ways of Sin. | 
Let not the Sins of my Youth, 
nor the Iniquity of that time, oc 
any other lie upon me, O God, 
as thou art laying thy Hand of 
Afflicxion or Chiflifement upon 
me; ſo l entreat thee to arm me 
with Patience, to bear this viſi- 
tation with humble Submiſſion 
to thee. If it be thy will to rake 
me out of this painful, trouble- 
ſome and 'vexatious Life, pre- 
pare me ſo; O Good God, and 
fit me that Il may be received in- 
to thy! Kingdom. Arm and 
ſtrengthen me to bear the mou 
| ca 
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den hereof patiently, to under- 
go this my Affliction willingly ; 
to withſtand Temptations man- 
fully; and to receive thy Cor- 
rection thankfully. But alas! 
unleſs thou help, what Am I, O 
God? a Worm, a poor dejected 
Wretch, I have no Comfort but 
from thee, and of thee, beſeech- 
ing thee either to reſtore me to 
health, and withal to amend- 
ment of Life; or elſe to receive 
me into thy Kingdom of Glory. 
Lord ceaſe my Pain, eaſe my 
Grief, ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, 
and comfort my Sadneſs. Lord, 
I entreat thee co grant that, nei- 
ther the Devil, nor the World 
may any way prevail to tempt 
me; but grant me Strength to 
overcome them all. Send thy 
good Angels to keep and con- 
du& me, both in Sickneſs and 
in Health; and grant that I may 
not fear Death, but that I may 
be duly fitted and prepared for 
it. Vet if it may be thy graci- 
ous Will, let me recover a little 
before I go hence and be no more 
. ten. Our Fat her, &c. 
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If the —_ s continues. 


Lord, the God of Health 
and of Sickneſs, of Life and of 
Death, I muſt unfeignedly ac. 
knowledge, that my great abuſe 
of thoſe many Days of Health 
and Strength which thou haſt af. 
forded me, hath moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved thy preſent viſitation. I 
deſire, O Lord, humbly to ac- 
cept of this Puniſhment of mine 
Iniquity, and to bear the Indig- 


eh r and Righteous 


nation of the Lord, becauſe [ 


have ſinned againſt him. And 
O thou merciful Father, who 
deſigneſt not the ruin but the 
amendment of thoſe, whom thou 
ſcourgeſt ; I beceech thee by thy 
Grace ſo to ſanctiſie this Corre- 
Qtion of thine to me, that this 
Sickneſs of my Body may be a 
means of Health to my Soul. 
Lay no more upon me than 
thou ſhalt enable me to bear, and 
let thy Correction in this Life 
prevent the inſupportable ſtripes 
of thy Vengeance in the Life to 
come. If thou ſmite me now, let 
it be fo that thou mayſt ſpare 
me to all Eternity, ar* 
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Pardon my Sins, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, and give me Grace ſo 
to ſpend this Tranfitory Life in 
Virtuous and Holy Exerciſes, 
that when the Day of my Death 
ſhall come, in the midſt of all 
my Pains, I may feel the ſweet 
refreſhings of thy holy Spirit; 
comforting my Soul, ſuſtaining - 
my Infirmities, and relieving all 
my Spiritual Neceſſities. And 

rant when thy will is, that 
in the unity of the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and in the Integri- 
ty of Chriſtian Faith, with a 
well grounded Conſcience, and 
hope of thy Mercy, in great 
Love towards thee, in Peace with 
my Neighbours, and in Charity 
with all the World, I may thro” 
thy Grace depart hence out of 
the vale of Miſery, and go unto 
that glorious Country where thou 
haſt purchaſed an Inheritance for - 
us with the price of thy moſt 
precious Blood, and Reigneſt in 
it gloriouſly. * 


In the mean time, Good Lord, 
make me diligent to ſearch my 


Heart, and enable me to diſco» 
ver 
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ver every accurſed thing, how 
clofely ſoever concealed there, 
that by the Removal of it. I may 
have hopes of thy removing this 
Puniſhment from me. Heal m 

Sou), O Lord, which hath ſinned 
againſt thee, and then (ſuffer me, 
O Lord, but to ſpeak this once) 
if it be thy bleſſed will, heal my 
Body alſo; Reſtore the voice of 
Joy and Health unto my dwel- 
ling, chat I may live to praiſe 
thee, and to bring forth Fruits 
© worthy of Repentance. 

Burt if in thy Wiſdom, which 
is infinitely beſt, thou haſt other- 
wiſe diſpoſed, if thou haſt deter- 
mined that this Sickneſs ſhall be 
unto Death; I beſeech thee to 
fir and prepare me for it; give 
me that ſincere and earneſt Re- 
pentance to which thou haſt pro- 
miſed Mercy and Pardon ; wean 
my Heart from the Love of the 
World, and all its fading vani- 
ties, and make me to gaſp and 
pant after thoſe more excellent 
and durable Joys which are at 
thy Right Hand for ever. Lord, 
life. thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon me, and — 

1 VT 
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all che Pains of my Body, and 
the Agonies of my Soul, let thy 
Comforts refreſh me, and enable 
me patiently co wait till my 
Change ſhall come And grant, 
O Lord, that when my Earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle is dif- 
ſolved, I may have a Building of 
God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens; 
and that for his ſake, who by 
his precious Blood hath purcha- 
ſed it for me, even Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son, who hath inſtructed 
me thus to call upon thee ſay» 
ing, Our Father, &c. 

A Prayer to be ſaid by ſuch Per- 
ont as are with the Sick, or go 
to viſit them. 

Eternal God, foraſmuch as 
(3 thine holy Apoſtle hath 
tavght us, that the Prayer of Faith 
ſhall ſave the fick, and that thou 
wilt raiſe him wp, and if he have 
committed Sins they ſball be forgi« 
ven him. We come unto thee in 
the behalf of our Diſeaſed and 
Diſtrefſed Friend (Brot her or Siſter) 
viſited under thine Hand. Speak 
comfortably, O Lord, unto his, 
(or her) Soul. Seal to his Con- 

1 ſcience 


ws 9 


142 Meditations and Prayers 
ſcience the free and full Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs of all þis Sins; 
have Mercy upon him, and accor- 
ding to the Mnltitude of thy Mer- 
cies do away all his Offences ; blot 
all his Sins out of thy Remembrance. 
Grant him thy Grace to bear 
willingly this Croſs, the Croſs 
of Sickneſs ; to drink cheerfully 
of the Cup, the Cup of Afflicti. 
on; to endure patiently this 


Yoke, the Yoke of Tribulation ; 


and to ſuffer meekly this Rod, 
the Rod of Correction. As be 
hath received good things of 
thee, make him content to re- 
ceive Evil alſo, if thy will be ſo. 
As heretofore he (or ſhe) rejoyced 
in his health, ſo teach him new 
hopes of Joy to comfort him in 
his Sickneſs ; and as through thy 
Mercy he was not aſhamed to 
live, ſo by thy Grace let him 
not be afraid to die; becauſe we 
hope his Life is hid with Chriſt in 
Heaven. 

Pour the oil of Gladneſs into 


s hi: bruiſed Spirits, and in the 


midſt of hi Conflicts ſupport 
him with thy Comforts, whereby 
be may be able to endure thoſe 
Ss Trou- 
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lon Troubles ; which otherwiſe 
s; might be intollerable to bim. 
or- Strengthen hi- Memory, whereby 
ler- to call upon thy glorious Name. 
blot Settle his Spirits that they may 
Ve, not wander and fly out into any 
ear indecent motions. Lay thy fin- 


oss ger upon his Lips, that they wp 
ly not let fly into Curſing or Bla 

ts pheming thy Holy Name, nor 
his into any vain and idle Language. 
n; Take from his Eyes all delight- 
od, ing in this frail World; and if 


he thou intendeſt to take him hence, 
of let his Soul make ready only for 
re- a Voyage to Heaven. 

ſo. Give bim afliſtance of thy Spi- 
<> rit to the laſt Gaſp, and give us 
>w | an hopeful aſſurance to be heard 
in of thee for him and all others 


upon the like occaſion, 
'We do earneſtly wiſh, and 
Heartily defire his Recovery. 


we But yet alas! We know not, O 
in Lord, whether we ask aright or 

not; not our will, but thine be done 
to in Earth as in Heaven. | 
he Only make us all we humbly 
rt pray thee wiſe unto Salvation 
To teach us ſo to number our Day# that 


we may apply our Hearts unto-Wiſe 


dom. 
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dom. We know our Lives are 
but as a ſhadow, our Days as 
Vanity, and our Years nothing 
in compariſon with thee, and 
_ it appointed for us all once to 

e. 

And now we are in this Houſe 
of Mourning, and have before 
our Eyes a SpeQacle of Weak- 
neſs and Mortality; let us all be 
admoniſh'd of our latter end, and 
bethink what afrerwards ſhall 
become of us. O how happy are 
all thy Saints, O God, which 
having paſſed over the Sea of 
this Mortality, have attained 
unto that Haven of perpetual 
Quietneſs, Security, and perfect 
Peace, where they are at reſt, 
and alwa 9 In the Mul- 
titude of thy Love and Mercy 
look upon us and conſider our ma- 

nifold Miſeries and Infirmities. 
Teach us the true way to find 
thee, and to come unto thee ; 
our Happineſs and Inheritance is 
in Heaven, why ſhould we fear 
to go thither and have it? Why 
ſhould we not vehemently long 
to be there where all good Men 
are gone before us ? * 
e 
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ry We ſee daily Examples of our 
a 0 own Frailty; O do thou who art 
1 the great Phyſician of Soul and 


Body, ſtretch forth, we beſeech 
thee thine Arm of Mercy towards 
ife this thy Servant, that both in 

Life and Death he may be relieved 


Kk. by thee, and evermore depend up- 
* on thee. 7 
* Hear us, O Lord, and in Mer- 
all cy anſwer us, for thy dear Son's 
_ ſake, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
** in whoſe Name and Words we 
of further call upon thee, ſaying, 
ed Our Father, &c. 


ual CESSES ++ 
ec A Prayer before the taking of Phjſick. 


wa Lord God, the only great 
cy and mighty Phyfician both 
= of Soul and Body ; who haſt cre- 


ated the Phyſician, and given un- 
1 to Phyſick whatſoever Virtue and 
Goodneſs it has to work for either 
if * Preſervation of the Life, or reſtor- 
e. ing the Health of Man; who heal- 
ledſtHexeliabsSore with aPlaiſter, 

the Eyes of one born blind with 
Ointment of Clay and Spittle, 
gaman the Syrian's Leproſy with 
vaſhing, who willedſt thy Chil> 
H dren 
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dren to uſe the means for the Fath 


curing of Sickneſs and recovering Obs: 
of Health. Lec me not injure my 
Soul, or diſhonour thy Almighty Be 


Power by doubting of thy Suft. Lord 
ciency and Goodnels to reſtore by diſtr. 


means, as Iknow thou canſt wih, 1 
and againſt, and above means. Let Miſe; 
me not tempt thee by negleCting Ke 
thoſe means, which in thy Provi- and 1 
dence thou affordeſt, nor deſpair Wa 
of thy Goodneſs and Power if thou Coun 
thouldſt deny it. Let me ſeek for me to 
no unlawful Helps, but Jet me For 
place my full Truſt and Conf. God, 
dence in thy Goodneſs and Mercy, Wi 
beſeeching thee to ſantifie that cy fro 
Phyſick I am to receive; and to ving 
dire& unto and bleſs this and all away 
other wholſom Remedies which Cor 
may effect my Recovery. Enlarge vant, 
my Faith, increaſe my Patience, WF I jig , 
further my Repeatance, and let d Not 
thy Grace and Mercy never be done. 
wanting to me; but in the mill BF Let 
of all my pangs and exrremity, WF O [ of 
ſo aſſiſt me with thine Holy Spi: pointe 
rit, thar I may freely reſign up come. 
both my Soul and Body into thy See 
moſt, gracious Protection, and Wi of my 
Cuſtody. Grant this, O mercifu WW with u 


Father, 
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Father, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 
Our Father, &c. 

Ejaculations for Sick Perſons: 

Be merciful unto my Sins, O 
Lord; O bring me out of my 
diſtreſs. 

Look upon my Adverſity and 
Miſery,and forgive me all mySins. 

Keep the Soul of thy Servant, 
and I ſhalt live. 

Lord, lift up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon me, and make 
me to rejoyce in thy Salvation. 

Forſake me not, O Lord my 
God, be not thou far from me. 

Withdraw not thou thy Mer- 
cy from me, O Lord, let thy Lo- 
ving kindneſs and thy' Truth 
always preſerve me. op 

Comfort the Soul of thy. Ser. 
vant, for unto thee, O Lord, do 
I life up my Soul. 

Not my will but thy will be 

done. 
Let me wait for thy Salvation, 
O Lord, all the Days of mine ap- 
pointed time, till my change ſhall | 
come. 

Set a watch before the door 
of my Lips, that I offend not 
with my Tongue. 


Hs _ -Belps 
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Help, Lord, when my Spirit 

waxeth faint, and let not my 

Heart be deſolate within me. 

Deal with me, O Lord, accor- 
ding to thy Name, for ſweet is 
thy Mercy. 

Deal geatly, O Lord, with thy 
Servant, and lay no more upon 
me than I am able to bear. | 

Forget not, O Lord, my Soul in 
Advetſity, and let me never forget 
to truſt in thy Mercies, and to 
praiſe thy Name, for it is lovely, 

Make me to hear the voice ofJoy 
and Gladneſs, that the Bones which 
thou haſt broken may rejoyce. 

O Remember not the Sins and 
Offences of my Youth, but ac- 
cording to thy Mercy think thou 
upon me, O Lord, for thy Good- 
neſs. 

If thou, Lord, ſhould'ſt be ex- 
treme to mark what I have ſpoke, 
or thought, or done amiſs, O 
Lord, who may abide it? 

But thou, Lord God, art 
full of Compaſſion and Mercy, 
Long ſuffering; plenteous in 
Goodneſs and Truth. 

Turn thee, O Lord, and deli - 
ver my Soul, O fave me for thy 


is 


of De 
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I ſhould utterly have fainted, 
but that I believed verily to fee 
the Goodneſs of the Lord in the 
Land of the Living, 

Thou art my Helper and Re- 
deemer, O Lord; make no long 
tarrying. 

When a ſick Perſon is at the point 
of Departure, let hi, Friends and 
Relations, or the By- ſtanders, by no 
means neglect to ſend for his Mini- 
ſter to commend the departing Soul 
to God in that moſt excellent Pray- 
er preſcribed by the Church to that 
purpoſe. | 

But if no Miniſter can be had, let 

the Relations, &c. uſe this Prayer, 
(Yd of Mercy and Lover 
of Souls, to whom alone be- 
long the Iſſues of Life and Death, 
who deſireſt not the Death of a Sin- 
ner, but rather that he may turn and 
live for ever with thee ; extend 
thine abundant Goodneſsunto the 
Soul of thy Servant here before 
thee. Since the time is come that 
his (or her) Body muſt die, Lord 
eſus receive his Soul ; ſpeak 
exce and Comfort to him, perfe& 
the Work we hope thou haſt be- 
gun, of a ſafe and lively Faith, a 
H 3 well 
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well-grounded Hope, a ſerious 
and ſound Repentance, true Cha- 
rity, deep Humility, Meekneſs 
and all the Graces of thy Spirit, 
that thou knoweſt needful to pre. 
pare him for thy ſelf. Arm him 
againſt all the aſſaults of h/ ghoſt. 
ly Enemies. Let the Merits of thy 
. ie Son ſpeak for him, and ſupply 
whatſoever is wanting to him. Let 
the never failing Conſolations of 
thy good Spirit be ever with him. 
Set a Guard of Angels about him to 
ſecure him, and to convey him in hi- 
Paſſage hence to the manſions of 
Eternal Reſt and Glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt es” Amen. 

O Father, receive again that Soul 


receive that Soul which thou haſt 
redeemed. O bleſſed Spirit, re- 
ceive that Soul which thou haſt 
ſanQified, and moſt mercifully 
preſerved. Three Perſons and One 
very God, we beſeech thee re- 
member not bis (or her) offences, 


4 but we beg of thee, Lord 
od and Father, to ſhew hin 
Mercy; Lord God thou Son of the 


Father 


which thou haſt created. O Son, 


either of preſumption or infirmi- 


erets 
thy m 
but he 
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Father have Mercy on him, Lord 
God the Holy Ghoſt receive his 
Soul to an Eternity of Mercy. 

For larger helps conſult the Books 

afore- mentioned. 
MRA Annan 
Ejaculat ions to be uſed by the Dying, 
or to be read to them as their Souls 
are Departing. 
() Lord, of whom may I ſeek 
forSuccour but of thee, who 
for my Sins art juſtly diſpleas d? 
Yet, O Lord God moſt Holy, O 
Lord moſt Mighty, O Holy and 
moſt merciful Saviour, deliver 
me nor into the bitter pains of 
Eternal Death. 6"; 

Thou knoweſt, Lord, the Se- 
crets of my Heart, ſhut not up 
thy merciful Ears to my Prayers, 
but hear me, O Lord moſt holy, 
O God moſt Mighty, O Hol 
and Merciful Saviour, thou mo 
Worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer me 
not at my laſt Hour for any 
Pains of Death to fall from thee. 

Loo the Prince of this World 
cometh ; O let him have nothin 
in me. Lord, the Snares of Death 
compaſs me round about, O let 
not the Pains of Hell take hold 


4 upon | 
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* me; but tho' I find Trou · 
ble and Heavineſs, yet, O Lord, 
I befeech thee, deliver my Soul. 
O Bleſſed High Prieſt, who art 
able to ſave them to che utter- 
moſt, who come unto God by 
thee, ſave me, I beſeech thee, who 
have no hope but on thy Merits 
and Interceſſion. | 
My Fleſh and my Heart fail. 
eth, but God is the Strength of my 
Heart and my Portion for ever. 

I defire to be diſſolved, and to 
be with Chriſt, which is far ber. 
rer. Lord, I groan earneſtly, de- 
firing to be cloathed upon with 
that Honſe from Heaven. 

Bring mySoul out of Priſon, that 
I may praiſe thy Name, O Lord. 

Say unto my Soul, to Day ſhalt 
thou be with mein Paradiſe. 
| our felng whe humbled'ſt thy 
ſelf to the Death of the Croſs for 
me, let that Death of thine ſweeten 
the bitterneſs of mine. 
O blefſed Jeſus, who haſt lov- 


ed me, and waſhed me from my who! 
Sins in thine own Blood, receive and 
my Soul. | 


Into thy Hands I commend my 
Spirir,for thou haſt redeemed 2 


t. for Sick. Perſons, 1 53 
ou. O Lord thou God of Truth, come 


ord, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
ul. When you depart from a Sick Friend 
art or Neighbour, you may take your 
ter- leave in theſe or the like Nords. 
by OOD Brother (or Siſter) in 
vho + thy trouble and neceſſity 
rity call unto the Lord, and cry unto 
thy God, and he will aſſuredly 
ail. hear thy Voice, and thy Cryin 
my ſhall enter into his Ears. An 
. the God which calleth you unto 


to his Eternal Glor by the Mercies 
et- and Merits of Chriſt Jeſus will 


de- his own ſelf, after you have ſuffer- 
ich ed a little momentary Affliction, 
» make you perfect, ſettle ſtreng- 
hat then, ſtabliſh, ſave and receive 
d. you. To him let both you and I, 
alt and all that are here preſent, give 
W Glory, Honour and Dominion, 
hy now and for evermore. Amen. 
or | py fi bp $i 
en 4A Thankſgiving for Recovery. 
8 Lord, the God of 
Ve | the Spirits of all Fleſh, in 
ay whoſe Hands my time is, I praiſe 
ve and magnifie thee that thou haſt 


(I hope) in love to my Soul, de- 
livered it from the Pit of Cor-, 
ruption, and reſtored me to ſuch 
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a meaſure of health again; itis 


thou, O Lord, alone, that haſt 
preſerved my Life from Deſtru- 
ion, thou haſt chaſtened me 


not given me over unto Death. 
O let this Life which thou haſt 
graciouſly ſpared, be wholly de- 
vored to thee and thy Service. 
«Behold, O Lord, I am by thy 
Mercy made whole, O make me 
ſtrictly careful to Sin no more, leſt a 
- worſe thing come unto me. 

Lord, let- not this Reprieve 
thou haſt now given me, make 
me ſecure, as thinking that my 
Lord delayeth his Coming; but 
grant me, I beſeech thee, to make 
a right uſe of this thy Forbear- 
ance, and ſo to employ the re- 


maining part of the time thou 


ſhalt henceforth allow me, that 
when thou ſhale come again to 
judge both the quick and the dead, 
I may have Confidence and not be 
aſhamed before thee at thy com- 
ing. Lord, I have found by this 
approach towards Death, how 
readful a thing it is to be taken 
unprepared, O let it be a perpe- 
tual admonition to me to watch 
for thy Second coming. And 


and corrected me, but thou haſt 


_ 
And 
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tis And when the Pleaſures of Sin 
laſt Hall preſent themſelves to entice 


Tu- me, O make me to remember how 
me bitter they will be at the laſt. O 


j 


aſt Lord, hear me, and as thou haſt 
th. in thy infinite Mercy afforded me 
aſt time; ſo grant me alſo Grace to 
le- work out my own Salvation, to 
ce. provide Oyl in my Lamp, that 
hy when the Bridegroom cometh 1 
Ne may go in with him to the Mar- 


4 riage Supper. Grant this, I be- 
ſeech thee, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 


ve Our Father, &c. | 
ke A e ee ee e eee 
v4 A Prayer before à Journey, or in it. 
ut God the Creator and Preſer- 


ver of all Mankind, thou that 
re ſeeſt all our ways, be pleaſed in 
Mercy to watch over me and 
mine. Keep me in all my ways, in 
all my Stations, whether at home 
or abroad, whether in trayel or in 
reſt.” Let thy Good Angel be our 
Guardian to keep us, and our 
Guide to dire& us. Preſerve me, 
O Lord, from whatſoever Evil 
is, or may atiſe within me, or that 
may from any Cauſe befal me. 
Let no Temptations prevail to 
ſeduce me, nor Sin to overthrow 
me. 
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me. Deliver me from Danger by 
bad Company, from all Perils by 


Fire, by Water, by Thieves and 
Robbers, by Falls or any other 
. Caſual Hurts or unexpected Acci- 
dents. Let thy Bleſſing be upon 
me in every Place, and in all my 
Concernments, that both in Soul 
and Body, and all my Affairs, both 
Land mine may be protected, my 
Buſineſs proſpered, and in every 
good work by thy Providence, 
perfected. 

Remove my Miſdeeds from 
before thee, and take away all my 
Sins, that my Ghoſtly Enemy pre- 
vail not againſt me; but fo ſave 
me in or from the Waves of this 
tempeſtuous World, that I 2 
have a ſafe ſetting out, a fa 
Journey, and ſafe 3 to the 
comfortable Sight of home, and 
the Enjoymeat of all my Friends 
and Neighbours in thy Fear; till 
thou ſhale pleaſe in thy good time 


to bring us to that Everlaſting 
Home and Haven of Reſt, which 
thou haſt provided for them that 
love thee ; all which I humbly be 
for Jeſ usChriſt's ſake, my Lordan 
only Saviour. Amen. and rae re 


a 
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A Thankſgiving after a Journey. 
Moſt Merciful and Gracious 

God our Saviour, whoſe 
Goodneſs it is to hear our Prayers, 


and to deliver us from the Dangers 


our Sins moſt j . deſerve, from 
Death, Hell and the Grave, and 
the many means that lead thereto: 
Bleſſed be thy Name that I am yet 
alive and in a Capacity to praiſe 
thee for this great meaſure of thine 
infinite Mercy,for ſaving me from 
all the Dangers I have, by thy o- 
ver-ruling Providence, either paſt 
or eſcaped. 

That the Perils of the Wind, 
the Weather, the Way, that ei- 
ther were or might have been, 
have not deſtroyed me. That I 
ſee my Friends Face with ſuch 
Comfort as ſeems beſt to thy Hea- 
venly Wiſdom. What ſhall I ren- 
der unto thee, O Lord, the Pre- 
ſerver of Men? Let me return 
thee Praiſe in my Mouth, and fin» 
cere Thanks in my Heart, and 
further inrreat thee to fill my Soul 
with great Apprehenſions of thy 
12 Mercies. And, O dear 
Father, grant that my Thankful- 
nels may be as great as my needs 


- — . — — t 


of 


* 158 A Prayer for à Child, 


of Mercy are. Lord, let thy Mer. 
ciful Loving kindneſs endure for 
ever and ever upon me. Letthe 
Senſe of thy Favours engage me 
to ſhew forth a Thankful Heart by 
a more conſtant fear of thy Name, 
by a more ardent Love of thy 
Goodneſs (ſweet is thy Love and 
great is thy Mercy) by a more ſure 
truſting in thee, and giving up my 
ſelf unto thee in all my ways, 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. Our Father, &c. 

A little Child"s Prayer. 
| OOD Lord be merciful unto 

me, and bleſs me, forgiveme 
all my Sins, make me thy faithful 
Servant, and keep me from all evil 
this Day (or this Night) and for 
evermore, thro” Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. Our Father, &c. 

Another Prayer for a Child. 


T Each me, O Lord, the ways 


of thy Fear,and incline mine 
Heart unto thy Will. Bend my 
mind to love and ſerve thee,and let 
nothing delight me ſo much as to 
pleaſe thee my God and Saviour. 
r Bleſs me, Bleſs my Fa- 
N ther or Mother (or f 
Guardian) and give me 
| 6 -+--- "Grace 


De vout Prayers, 179 
Goes to = N and hum- 
bly obey * Them, in thee «;;; 
ind for thee, . Bleſs my Ard 
Brothers and Siſters and all my 
Friends Relations and Neighbours, 
and give me Grace to love and te- 
ſpe& them. Provide for me in 
Mercy, and let me not want any 
thing that thou ſeeſt good for me. 
Preſerve me by thy Power, and 
guide me by thy Grace, that I may 
live in thy Fear and die in thy Fa- 
vour, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. Our Father, &c. 

A Prayer againſt Evil Thoughts. 

& A Aſh my Heart, O Lord, from 

all Wickedneſs, and let no 
vain Thoughts lodge within me. De- 
liver me from all Blaſphemous 

Thoughts, Murmuring and Re- 
pining at thy Providence, treache- 
rous Devices, revengeful Purpo- 
ſes, Covetous Deſigns, unclean 
Deſires, and whatſoever elſe may 
render my ways diſpleaſing to 
thee. And grant, O Lord, that 
my Heart and Thoughts, Inten- 
tions and Deſires, and all my In- 


thy Fear, and guided by th 
Grace, through Jeſus Chriſt onr 
ord. Amen. 7 When 


dlinar ions may be e by thy 


160 Pious Directions. 

When the Weather is unſea. 
ſonable, uſe thoſe two admirable 
Collects of our Church, for Rain 
or Fair Weather, as occaſion may 
require, E 

When you have 1 long 
and duly for a Mercy from Hea- 
ven, and your Prayers are not 
anſwered ; that at length they 
may become prevalent, it is ne- 
ceſſary that the Chriſtian Duties 
of Faſting and Alms-giving, be 
frequently intermix'd, for theſe 
are the two Wings whereupon 
Holy Prayers are to be mounted 
into Heaven, and graciouſly ac- 
cepted in the Preſence of God. 

hen you devote any Day to 

ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, 
I know no better Forms of De- 
votion, than David's Penitential 
Pſalms before ſet down, the gth 
Chapter of Daniel, the gth Chap- 
ter of Ezekiel, and the whole La- 
mentations of Jeremiah : Or you 
may add the Commination with 
certain Prayers to be uſed on 
Aſb-Wedneſday, being the Firſt 
Day of Let. SAMS; N 
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50 0 OX Ks jcommented as | | | 
or Charitably diſ- 

E a Fe to give 
Price, 6 d. each, 

Bound, or 5. per Dozen, 


 *HE Chriſtian Monitor, cog» 

taining an Earneſt Exhortati- 
on to an Holy Life: With fome 
Directions in order thereto. Writ- 
ten in 3 plain and eaſie Stile, for 
: all Sorts of People. Printed on a 
pf larger Letter than the former 
1 Editions. 


n eee 


d The Daily Companion, with 
* Chriſtian Supports under the 
Troubles of this . World, to com- 
0 fort and ſuccour all thoſe who in. 
n, this Tranſitory Liſe are in Trou- 
11 ble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or 
h any other Adverſity. Unto which 


are added Prayers and Meditations 
Pe ſuitable for All Perſons afflicted in 
9 Miad, Body, or Eſtate. The Sixth 
h Edition. a 

e Spiritual Counſel, or the Fathers 
Advice to his Children. By the 
Reverend Mr. John Norris, *. A. 
The * E 1 


She wing the Nature and Neceſſity 
of a Sacramental Preparation, in 
order to our Worthy Receiving 
the Holy Communion. Wherein 
thoſe | Fears and Scruples abont 
Eating and Drinking Unworthily, and 
of incurring our own Damnation ther, 
by, are proved groundleſs and un. 
warrantable. Unto which are add. 
ed, Prayers and Meditations preps. 
rative to a SacramentalPreparation, 
according to what the Church of 
England requires from her Com- 
municants. The Tenth Edition. 
N. B. This Companion to the 
Altar is bound up with the beſt and 
fineſt Common Prayers of all Sizes 
(Rad or Unruſd). To which may 
be added, the new invented Set of 
Hiſtorical Cuts, bound in great 
Varjety of Nice Bindings, with com 
mon- Prayers of all Sizes, Rad or Un 
ral d, the Cuts Painted or Unpainitd, 
The Benefit of Early Piety, te- 
commended to all Young Perſons 
By W. Smithies, late Morning Le. 
Aurer of Sr, Michaels Cornhil in 


London. The 1 43h Edition. 
8. 1. The 


| Books Proper t be Eides away, 
A Companion to the. Altar: 


Holy L. 
Se vent 
3-7 
Exercil 
ng, I, 
the Cor 
votions 
ceiving 
tion, Re 
ment a1 
Sacram 
3. * 
Parative 
Mus, no 
which 
Prayers 
Dying! 
per ro | 
Sixth F 
Robert | 


— 
ſaid Tra 


is Printe 
largeſt F 
Aged. 


Books proper to be given away 

1, The Daily Self. Examinant : 
Or, an Earneſt Perſwaſive to the 
Duty of Daily Self. Examination: 
with Devout Prayers, Meditations, 
Directions and Ejaculations for ax 
Holy Life and Happy Death. The 
Seventh Edition. > | 
2. The Communicant's conſtane 
Exerciſe. In Two Parts. Contain- 
ing, 1. An Earneſt Exhortation to 
the Communion : With proper De- 
votions Before, At and After Re- 
ceiving. 2. His Duty of Conſidera« 
tion, Reſolution,and actual Amend. 
ment after Receiving the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, The Fifth Edition. 

3. The Devout Chriſtian's Pre- 
parative to Death. Written by Eraſ- 
mus, now render'd into Engliſh. To 
which are added, Meditations, 
Prayers and Directions for Sick and 
Dying Perſons. Recommended as pro- 
per to be given at Funerals, The 
Sixth Edition Theſe Three b 
Robert Warren, D. D. * 

A ſmall Number of the 
ſaid Tranſlation of Eraſmus on Death, 
is Printed on fine: Paper and the 
largeſt Print, for the Benefit of the 
Aged. Price 969 11. 6 d. 

2 . 


ae, proper to be pro away, Wl © 


The Devont Soul's Daily Exer. 
ciſe ; in Prayers, Contemplations 
and Praiſes ; Containing Devotion; 
for Morning, Noon and Night, for 
every Day in the Week, With 
Prayers and Thankſgivings for 
Perſons of all Conditions, and up. 
on all Occaſions, By R. P. D. L. 
The Fourth Editiog. | 
A rich Treaſure at an Eaſie Rate 
Or, the ready Way to true Con. 
rent. A Short and Pleaſant Dif. 
courſe, manifeſtly ſhewing how 
Iaconſiſtent Riches is with Piety u- 
ſually, and how Oppoſite Poverty is 
often. Together with the happy 


panio 
Agreement and Con junction of He of fre 


neſt Labour, Real Godlineſs, and Soul- 2 Al 
Content, The Third Edition. uar) 


The London New Method and - th 
Art of Teaching Children to Spell ®© Ch 
and Read; ſo as they may, wit mo 


out the Help of n_ other Books rice. 
read the Bible in leſs than Twelve 10 
Months. Note, This Way ch ooks 


Teaching is approved by mol ther, 
School Maſters as the beſt. * n 
I bere are ſome printed of * T 
fine Paper, bound up with Cuts Ro 


Price 8 d. Or Gilt 10 &. 
on | Bo Chsiſt 
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Bo 0 0 K & recommended as 
proper for Charitably diſpoſed 


Perſons to give away, Price 1 
3 d. each, Stitcht, or 20s, | 
per Hundred. 4 Aj 


Sermon concerning the Ex- - 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of 
the Common- Prayer, by William . 
Beveridge, D. D. (late Lord. Biſhop 


of Sr. Aſaph.) The 25th Edition. | 


The Church. man's Daily Com- 
panion, recommending the Duty 
of frequenting the publick Pray: 
ers, and Reverencing God's Sa- 
Qtuary. From the Conſideration 


of the Service it ſelf, the Nature 


of Church-Communion, and the 
great 3 Agvantz that attend ict. 
rice 4% ſtitcht | 
Note, The Two above · named 
Books may be had bound up tage- 
ther, to accommodate the Curious. 
An Explication of the Creed, * 
the Ten ommandments, and the 4 
Lord's Prayer, with Scripture | 
Proofs. By the Author of the- | 
t 3 | "Tho } 


„ 
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Book. proper to be ideen away, 
_ The Chriſtian's Daily Monitor 
on the Four Laſt Things, vis. 
Death, Judgment, Heaven and 
Hell. Being an Earneſt -Exhort. 
tion to a Holy Dying. Wich pro. 
per Directions in order to a timely 

epentance. Alſo ſuitable Pray- 
2 and Ejaculations for Sick Per- 
ons. 


A Companion to the Altar: 


Shewing the Nature and Neceſſity 
of 3 Sacramental Preparation; in 
order to our Worthy Receiving 
the Holy Communion. Wherein 
thoſe Fears and Scruples about 
Fating and Drinking Unworthily, and 


¶ incurring our own Damnation there 


by, are proved groundleſs and un- 
warrantable. Unto which are add- 
ed, Prayers and Meditations pre- 
parative to a Sacramental Prepara- 
tion, according to what the Church 
of England requires from her 
> Communicants. The Tenth Editi- 
on. Price ſtitcht 4 d. or 25 7. a 
Hundred. 20 2 - 4 
N. B. This Companion to the 
Altar is bound up with the beſt 
and fineſt: Common-Prayers of all 
Sizes, 
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Books proper to be proven away 


s 1. Of Religious Diſcourſe. in 
Common-Converfagion. In 3 Parts. 
The Ninth Edition. 6. 

2. A Diſcourſe concerning 
Worldly and Divine Wiſdom. 

3. The Importance of a Reli- 
gious Life conſider d from th 
Happy Concluſion of it. Thi 
Ninth Edition. | 
4. Religious Singularity /dif- - 
play'd; Shewing the Neceſſity of 
Practiſing that Great Cliriſtian 
Vertue, The Ninth Edition. Theſe 
Four by the late Reverend and 
Learned Mr. John Norris, 

The Happineſs and Pleaſure of 
a Religious Life, ſet forth in Two 
Difcourſes : Wherein, 1. The Im- 
portance of it is conſidered from 
the Happy Concluſion of it. 2. 
The Continual Pleaſure arifing 
from the Praftice of it, with *' 
Devout Prayer ſuitable to the im- 
portant Subject. The Niath Edi. 
tion. Price 3 4. flitcht, or 20 ;, a 
Hundrect. 2 
Omega: A Poem on the Jaſt Judge 
ment, In OH. Price 44+ 5 


+4 The 
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pte be given aue). 


be Chriſtian: Monitor, con. 
& taining an Earneſt Exhortation to 
an Holy Life: with ſome Dire di. 
ons in order thereto. Written in: 
plain and eaſie Stile, for all ſorts 
of People. 
Te is alſo Printed on a larger Let. 
ter in Engliſh, Price Bound 6 d. or 
35. a Dozen. + 
. N#e, The Chriſtian Monitor is 
+ alſo Printed in Welch. Price 3 4. 
F  MNitcht or 207% Hundred. 
The Proteſtant UDaion: Or, the 
main Principles of Religion owned 
by the Diſſenters, agreeable to 
the Articles and Homilies of the 
Church of England, The Fourth 
r 
The Mire put into the Treaſury: 
Or, a Poetical Eſſay upon the fol 
Jowing Subjects, wiz. I. The 
" Bapriſmal Vow. II. The Creed 
+ or Belief. III. The Decalogue, 
- or Ten Commandments. IV. A 
mort Comment on the Lord's 
Prayer, with Digre ſſious upon the 
Fature Rewards, Death and Hell. 
I In 870. Price 2 4. 44+ 
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A Cat alogwe of all the Book \ 
wrote by the late Reverend i 
.. Learned J. Net 2 
A. | 


COLLECTION. of Mit. 
cellanies, conſiſting of 
Poems, Eſſays, Diſcourſes — 

and Letters. i 
or is Practical Diſcourſes in Four 
34. Volumes, in 849. 

The Theory and Regulation of 
the Love. A Moral Eflay. in Two” 
vned Parts. To which are added, | 
to Letters Philoſophical and Moral, 
the {MW between the Author and Dr. Henry 
urth More. The 7th Edition. 

A Treatiſe concerning Chriſtian f 
ury: Prudence. The 7th Edition. 
fol An Account of Reaſon and Faith: 
The In relation to the Myſteries' of 
reed WM Chriſtianity. The 12th Edition. 
"gue, A Philoſophical Diſcourſe con- 
V. A _— the Natural Immortality 2 


ord's of the Soul. In Two Parts $00. | 
1 the The Fourth Edition. 4 
Hell. A Letter to Mr. Dodwel concern · 


ing the 8 of the Soul 
of Man. The Fourth Edition. 
9 A Practical Treatiſe concerning 
oj —_ The Sth wen 


Bk lately Printe 
An Eſſay towards the Theory of 
the Ideal or Intelligible World. 
Ia Two Parts. The Third Edi. 
tion. n 
Trreatiſes upon ſeveral Subjeds 
formerly printed ſingle, now col 
lected into Two Volumes, wiz. 
I. Reaſon and Religion: Or, 
= the Grounds and Meaſures of De. 
EF votion conſider'd from the Nature 
of God, and the Nature of Man. 
2. The Charge of Schiſm conti. 
| —mnued. | 4 Fed 1 
38 Spiritual Counſel : Or, The 
Father's Advice to his Children. 
4. Reflections upon the Condua 
of Human Life, with Reference 
to theStudy of Learning and Know- 
liedge. To which is annexed a 
Viſitstion Sermon. 
8. Two Treatiſes concerning 
the Divine Light. 
6. Curſory Reflections upon a 
© Book talld, An,Eflay concerning 
Human En 
. Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs: Or, Prafti- 
cal Diſcourſes upon the Beatitudes 
of dur Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. The 10th Edition. 


Letters 


that great Chriſtian Vertue. The 


for Edmund Parker. 
Letters Philoſophical, Moral. 
and Divine to the Reverend Mr. 
John Norris, with his Anſwers. 
— ONES. LOR; 
Letters concerning the Love of 
God ; between the Author of the 
Propoſal to the Ladies and Mr. John 
Norris. 'T he Second Edition. . . 

Of Religious Diſcourſe in Com- 
mon Converſation. In Three Parts. 
The Ninth Edition. ” "i 
A Diſcourſe concerning World» 
ly and Divine Wiſdom. The 16th 
Edition. 5. | ? | 
The Importance of a Religious 

Life conſider'd from the Happy 
Concluſion of it. The Ninth Edi» 
tion. | | "A 
Religious Singularity Diſplay'd: 7 
Shewing the Neceſſity of practiſing 


Ninth Edition. FR 
NN II IIb II $3 | 

Orders, By-Laws and Ocdinan« 3 
ces for the Government and regu» * 
lating of the Perſons: Licenſed to 
Keep and Drive * Coaches, 
and their Renters and Drivers. 
Price 3 4. ot ox "Os | 


"4 4 * * 


ud BOOKS Lately Printed or and ; 
Bold by Edmund Parker at to ei 


tizbe Bible and Crown in ing 
Lombacd- Street. * 
HOIC E Emblems, Divine Lear 

. „and Moral, Antient and time 
a Modern: Or, Delights for Fiel, 
the Ingenious, in above Fifty ſe- ©» N 

leck Emblems, curioufly Engraven upo 
upon Copper Plates. With Fifty in 8 
- pleaſant Poems and Lots for illu- V 
fſtrating each Emblem. Price Tre: 
bdound 1. 6d. ties. 
Copelands Arithmetick made tu P 
eaſy, according to the New Me- ſon « 


fthod now taught and practis'd in with 
Lenden. The 7th Edition. Price D 


= nd 1z and 

The Hiſtory of Madamoiſelle Pr 
4, St. Phale; giving a fall Account Para 
bf the Miraculous Converſion of Franc 
Noble French Lady and her Edit. 
Diughter to the Reformed Reli - 9 * 


Sion. The 6th Edition. Illuſtr- Und, 
ted with Copper Cuts. Price 


164. 
Fer the Complesting of Pfal- | 
mody : The e Singer's 


Guide; containing all the Com- 
mon Tunes now in Uſe, with ſe⸗ 


n Portions ofthe Pſalms pere 


Book lately Printed. © 


at to each Tune, and Rules for Sing- 
in ing Treble and Baſs. By S. Shenten. 
Price bound 75. + 

The Works of the Reverend and 

vine Learned John Scott, D. D. ſome 


and time Rector of Se Gil:s in rhe 
for Fields, in Two Volumes in Felis. 
ſe. N. B. His Practical Diſcourſes 
ven upon ſeveral Subjects in Two Vols. 
ifty in 840 may be had by themſelves. "i 
u- Moral Eſſays contain'd in ſevercal 


rice Treatiſes on many Important Du- 
ties. Written in French by Meſſieurs 
jade du Port Royal : Engliſhed by a Per- 


Me- ſon of Quality. The 4th Edition 


in with Amendments. In 4 Volumes. 
rice Dean Stanbope on the Epiſtles 

and Goſpels. 4 Volumes in 820. | 
elle Practical Diſcourſes upon the 
unt Parables of our Bleſſed Saviour. : 


| of Francis Bragge, B. D. The 6 
her Edition. 


eli -  Locke's Eſſay concerning Humane 
tra- Underſtanding in 2 Volumes, 8 
rice =———— Works in 3 Volumes Folio. 


A Charge of Hereſy maintain'd 4 


fal- againſt Mr. Dodwell's late Epiſtola- 
er's ry Difcourſe concerning the Im- 
m- mortality of the Soul. By Edmund 7 
ſe⸗ Chiſhul, B. D. The 5th Editzon, 3 


8%. Price 37. 
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nh Print 


content Manual of Pray. 
por the Uſe of Fimilies and 


= private Perſons. Price 1. 


1. A Treatiſe of Sacramental 
Covenanting with Chriſt. The 
Jth Edition. —_- 
3- A Dialogue berwixt two 
L Proteſtants, in Anſwer to a Popiſh 
4 Catechiſe, cc. 
4. Poetick Miſcellanies; Or, Poems 
upon ſeveral Occaſions. Pr. 13. 6 4. 
The Four laſt by the Author of 
the Chriſtian, Monitor. 
Sir Roger L'Eſtrange's Æſop's Fa. 
bles, with Morals and Reflections, 
done into Variety of Englifh Verſe. 


Illuſtrated with Cuts curiouſly en- 


grav'd on Copper Plates. The 
4th Edition. Price bound 25. 6 4. 
The Family Companion: Or, 
Forms of Prayer for every Day 
in the Week. By Dr. Meriton, the 
14th Edition. Price 17. 
Principles of Religion now 


EF awn'd by the Diſſenters, proved 


ta be »greeable to the Articles and 
Homilies of the Church of Exgland. 
The Fourth Edition. 

A Guide to Engliſh Juries : Set. 
ring th their Antiquity, Power 
and Daty. By a Perſon of Quality. 
ieee. | 


Juſt 


graver 
Paper, 
of Tor 
Know! 
reſolve 


fer Edmund Parker 


Guft Publiſped for the Uſe of mg 
Druggiſts, Soapmakers, Tobaccon: IR 
Cheeſemongers, Secdſmen, aud all 
ur ber Traders that dcal by Weight. 7 


An Exact Table, ſhewing the 
Value of One Hundred and Twelve 
Pound Weight, from One Farthing 

to One Guinea per Pound; Eu- 
graven on a Copper Plate on Royal 
Paper, and ſo adapted, that a Vouth 
of Ten Vears of Age, who hath any 
Knowledge in Arithmetick, may 
reſolve you the Price of any Com- 
modities as faſt as you can ask the 
Queſtion. Price Six Pence. 

Mr. Jordaine s DuodecimalArith- 
metick: In Three Books. The 
4th Edition, 8 vo. | 

Metcalfe's' Book of Short-Hand. 
The Fifty fifth Edition. Price 15. 

Rich's Pen's Dexterity; Or, In- 
genious Art of Short-Hand. The 
16th Edition. Price 17. 

Maximum in Minimo: Or, Mr. 
Jeremiah Rich's Pen's Dexterity 
compleated. By Samual Botley. 
Price 17. , 5 Yn 
A Compleat Collection of Cuts 
of the Old and New Teſtament. 


Price 5 5. | 2 
EFT, - Brgland's © 
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Bibles proper for Charity-Gifts 


or for the Uſe of Schools, . 
—— {mall Sizes and fine Chara. 
_ Qer (for Gentlemen and Ladies) 
bound in all forts of nice Bindings. 


—— - {mall Folio or Quarto, for 


> Families. 


Common Prayers, large, for the 
Uſe of Churches or Chapels. 


Lately Publiſh'd, a. Choice Col. 
ledtion of Cuts for Copy-Book-Co- i 
vers, well Engrav'd on Copper- 


Plates, for the Uſe of Writing- 


Schools 


Where likewiſe all Socie- 


5 ties, Shopkeepers, or Country Cha 


men, who want Bibles, Com 

Prayers, Teſtaments, Pſalters, 
Spelling-Books, Primers, and o- 
ther ſorts of Books, &c. may be 


- furniſh'd, with them, either Whole- 
| ale or Recailat the loweſt Prices. 


n 


perfect School Maſter; | 
i Directions for exaQt Spel- 
= ling, Reading, Writing and Arith- 
metick. By Nathaniel strong. 
> The 1oth Edition. | 
A Short View of Mr. Whifton's | 
Chronology ofthe Old Teſtament, 

ec. By John N right, M. A. Price 17. 


